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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1970 
To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of: 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifteenth  annual  report  on  the  health  and 
social  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1970.  Once  again  the  report 
includes  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services  and  again  I am  indebted 
to  the  public  health  inspectors  for  the  sections  of  the  report  dealing  with 
environmental  health  and  housing. 

The  vital  statistics  are  generally  favourable  and  need  comment  on  two  aspects 
only.  The  decline  in  the  number  of  births  reflects  but  the  national  tendency  as 
does  the  decline  in  the  number  of  babies  born  at  home.  The  increase  in  hospital 
births  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of  mothers  and 
babies  discharged  from  hospital  within  48  hours  of  delivery.  Whether  the  early 
discharge  scheme  is  entirely  a matter  of  the  free  choice  of  the  patient  or  whether 
it  is  at  least  partly  governed  by  the  chronic  shortage  of  beds  and/or  midwives,  is 
a matter  for  conjecture.  But  it  is  indeed  fortunate  for  the  hospitals  that  this 
scheme  is  so  readily  acceptable  to  the  patients. 

It  is  ironic  that  while  there  remains  a shortage  of  hospital  midwives  there 
is  at  the  same  moment  a relative  surplus  of  domiciliary  midwives  who,  if  to  be 
fully  employed,  must  also  be  employed  in  their  other  capacity  as  district  nurses. 
This  unfortunate  situation  is  well  appreciated  by  the  employing  authorities,  but 
it  seems  unlikely  that  until  there  is  unification  of  the  midwifery  services  under 
the  one  authority,  will  the  situation  be  resolved. 

The  other  aspect  of  the  vital  statistics  needing  comment  is  the  continuing 
increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  Measles.  Measles  vaccination  was  first 
included  in  the  routine  vaccination  programme  for  infants  in  August  1968  but  the 
percentage  acceptance  rate  at  55%  is  only  reasonably  satisfactory  and  must  be 
materially  improved.  The  two  campaigns  to  get  the  older  children,  who  have  not 
had  the  disease,  to  accept  vaccination  have  failed  dismally,  particularly  among 
secondary  school  children  where  the  acceptance  rate  was  no  more  than  2%.  Further 
campaigns  among  this  group  will  be  tried  but  it  seems  unlikely  they  will  succeed 
in  any  material  degree.  I believe  we  will  have  to  wait  until  infant  vaccinations 
have  reached  a high  level  before  the  disease  will  be  eradicated . It  is  among 
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these  children  that  vaccination  campaigns  can  be  expected  to  yield  the  best 
results  and  it  is  to  these  children  that  our  attention  must  be  primarily 
directed  . 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  only  the  future  of  the  social  services 
has  been  settled  with  the  establishment  of  a new  social  services  department  of 
the  local  health  authority.  The  future  of  the  remaining  'departments  of  the 
local  authorities  has  been  settled  in  broad  outline  only,  with  much  of  the 
detail  yet  to  be  agreed.  The  health  services  are  still  in  the  melting  pot, 
their  future  shape  yet  to  be  determined. 

This  irregular,  piece-meal  legislation  for  new  or  re-modelled  services 
under  new  or  re-modelled  authorities  is  unfortunate,  for  it  prevents  early 
discussion  amont  the  services  and  so  delays  the  co-operation  and  co-ordination 
vital  for  the  progress  of  each.  I hope  by  next  year  the  necessary  legislation 
will  be  so  far  advanced  and  the  management  of  each  service  so  far  determined 
that  discussion  and  co-operation  between  both  services  and  authorities  can 
begin  in  earnest . In  no  small  measure  will  the  progress  of  each  service  be  dependent 
upon  the  understanding  and  co-operation  they  achieve  with  each  other. 

Finally,  may  I thank  members  of  the  Councils  for  their  continued  interest  in 
all  matters  relating  to  health,  and  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  invaluable 
support . 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  S.  HYND 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 


Town  Hall, 

Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts  . 

June,  1971. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1 . General  Statistics 

Area  7,193  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  mid-1970  67,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

31st  December,  1970  21,362 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1970  £4,669,465 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1970/71  £19,250 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  488  488  976 

Illegitimate 30  31  61 

Total...  518  519  1,037 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  15.5 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  13.2 

Still  Births; 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  4 3 7 

Illegitimate  

Total...  437 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  6.7 

Deaths ; 

Males  243,  Females  264  507 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  7.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  11.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  8 4 12 

Illegitimate ...  ... 

Total...  8 4 12 
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2,  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (Cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  11.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  8.7 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  5.8 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  ...  12.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  2.03 

Cancer  1 ,98 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ...  1.16 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.09 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  0.03 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V .D  . ) 0.04 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid-1970  was  67,000 
as  compared  with  66,200  at  mid-1969.  The  natural  increase  of  population  or  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  530  . 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  0.85  and  1.52  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differ  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area 
comparability  factor  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  1,037  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  8 on  the 
previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  13.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  13.4  for  the  previous  year  and  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  7 still  births  were  registered  during  the 
year,  a decrease  of  fifteen  as  compared  with  t he  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  6.7  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  20.6  for  1969 
and  with  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (Cont'd) 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  507,  (243 
males,  264  females)  an  increase  of  forty-three  compared  with  the  previous 
year . 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  10.5  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
11 .7  . 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were : - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  133  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in 
32  instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  11.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
13.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 


1 

- 

4 years 

5 

- 

14 

years 

15 

- 

24 

years 

25 

- 

34 

years 

35 

- 

44 

years 

45 

- 

54 

years 

55 

- 

64 

years 

65 

- 

74 

years 

75 

years  and  over 

All  Causes : . . . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

8 

4 

12 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

6 

1 

3 

4 

7 

5 

12 

19 

24 

43 

56 

27 

83 

58 

60 

118 

86 

137 

223 

243 

264 

507 
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Causes  of  Deaths  in  1970 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

• f • 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilis  and  its  Sequelae  

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

• • • 

12 

7 

19 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

8 

13 

21 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

28 

4 

32 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

• • * 

- 

13 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

2 

- 

2 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

16 

22 

38 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

9 * * 

- 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ... 

• • * 

5 

5 

10 

Avitaminoses,  etc 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Endocrine  etc . Diseases 

t • • 

- 

1 

1 

Anaemias  ...  . 

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders  

2 

1 

3 

Meningitis  

1 

- 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

6 

4 

10 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

4 

4 

Hypertensive  Disease  

5 

1 

6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

55 

35 

90 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

• • • 

6 

14 

20 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  

19 

44 

63 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

7 

9 

16 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Pneumonia  

21 

23  . 

44 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

• • « 

10 

11 

21 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

6 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

2 

3 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . . . 

1 

7 

8 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

5 

6 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • * 

1 

3 

4 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

1 

3 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

• • » 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

iff 

1 

m 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

7 

1 

8 

All  Other  Accidents  

4 

4 

8 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

2 

3 

5 

All  Other  External  Causes  

2 

2 

ALL  CAUSES:  

. . , 

. • ♦ 

243 

264 

507 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1970 


Cause  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

Under  3 months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity  

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

0- 

- 

- 

4 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  .... 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonia  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Bronchiolitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“ 

1 

Totals:  

7 

1 

- 

1 

9 

2 

1 

- 

- 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  supply  all  but  a few 
houses  in  the  Borough:  these  few  are  served  by  private  wells  or  bores.  Samples 
of  main  and  private  water  supplies  taken  from  house  taps  were  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has 
no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride  present. 

A survey  of  fifty  County  educational  establishments  was  conducted,  to  discover 
what  drinking  water  facilities  existed  and  whether  they  were  supplied  direct  from  the 
main  or  from  storage  tanks . There  was  found  to  be  no  set  pattern  of  storage  tank 
arrangements:  in  fact  there  were  nearly  as  many  varieties  as  there  were  premises. 
Similarly  there  seemed  to  be  no  policy  about  the  provisions  of  drinking  points  served 
direct  from  the  rising  main,  and  the  few  old  schools  left  in  the  town  had  the  best 
provision  for  mains  drinking  water. 

So  far  as  access  could  be  gained,  storage  tanks  were  inspected,  when  nine  were 
found  to  contain  rust  or  debris  or  a scum  on  the  surface  of  the  water.'  Samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  were  taken  from  forty-five  premises,  where  a tap  could 
be  identified  as  supplied  from  a storage  tank  and  which  was  used,  or  likely  to  be 
used,  by  the  children  for  drinking  purposes.  All  samples  were  reported  as 
satisfactory,  so  that  the  physical  contamination  of  the  tanks  appeared  to  have  no 
effect  upon  bacteriological  quality. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains  and 
from  wells : 


Total  number  in  Borough 

Dwellings 

21,528* 

Persons 

67,000+ 

Number  supplied  from  main  

21,508 

66,939 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

20 

61 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer 
+ Registrar-General’s  estimate 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1970 


Description  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Main  supply  - chlorinated  

4 

4 

Private  supplies  

6 

6 

Schools  water  

50 

50 

Swimming  Pool  

20 

18 

Paddling  Pool  

7 

6 

Public  Swimming  Pool 

The  Council  own  the  open  air  swimming  pool  at  "Churchill",  Park  Road,  which 
has  a capacity  of  320,000  gallons,  and  is  equipped  with  filters,  breakpoint 
chlorination  plant  and  heating  apparatus.  Total  attendances  were  189,526.  There 
is  also  a paddling  pool  for  young  bathers. 

Two  samples  from  the  swimming  pool  and  one  from  the  paddling  pool  were  a little 
below  the  usual  high  bacteriological  standards:  the  remaining  24  samples  were 
satisfactory . 

Drainage  and  Sanitation 

One  area  of  the  Borough,  the  high  part  of  Felden,  remains  unsewered.  However, 
the  Minister  intimated  that  he  was  now  prepared  to  approve  expenditure  on  the  work 
and  a survey  is  to  be  undertaken. 

Refuse  Disposal 

To  assist  householders  during  the  "Dirty  Workers"  strike  in  October,  the 
Borough  Engineer  set  up  twenty-five  emergency  refuse  dumps  in  various  parts  of 
the  town.  Most  people  using  them  exercised  sense  and  care,  and  the  plastic  sacks 
issued  by  the  Council  were  reasonably  stapked  . Unfortunately,  other  householders 
threw  loose  refuse  on  the  dumps,  or  emptied  their  sacks  and  took  them  away,  whilst 
children  strewed  refuse  around  and  set  fire  to  it. 

The  dumps  were  treated  regularly  with  both  a liquid  disinfectant  and  a 
powder  insecticide.  When  the  refuse  was  finally  removed,  the  sites  were 
again  treated.  This  entailed  175  visits,  and  the  general  assistant's  other 
work  had  to  suffer  in  some  measure,  to  the  annoyance  of  those  householders  who 
were  the  unwilling  hosts  of  rats  or  mice  and  were  anxiously  awaiting  a call . 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2, 3, 4 8t  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

5 

5 

p. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

242 

70 

10 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  

32 

65 

2 

Totals;  

279 

140 

12 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 

were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refei 

'red 

To  H .M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

9 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  

1 

“ 

— 

— 

— 

Totals:  

13 

6 

- 

- 

- 

3 . OUTWORKERS : 

Making  wearing  apparel  ... 

54 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of 

paper 

• • • . . . 

18 

Making  brushes  

47 

Miscellaneous  

4 

Total ; 

123 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General : 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  99 

Housing  Acts  71 

Housing  Surveys  791 

Improvement  Grants,  Purchases,  Land  Charges  enquiries  ...  224 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  63 

Overcrowding  and  multiple  occupation  113 

Water  supplies  ...  122 

Drainage  ...  465 

Refuse  Disposal  414 

Moveable  dwellings  159 

Factories  and  workplaces  81 

Building  Sites  65 

Demolition  Sites  48 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  - General  inspections  90 

- Other  visits  452 

Schools  19 

Swimming  Pool  . 12 

Shops  Act  21 

Petroleum  Acts  567 

Animal  boarding  establishments  2 

Riding  establishments  3 

Consumer  protection  11 

Pests  Act  - Rats  and  Mice  1,379 

Noise  Abatement  Act  55 

Dirty  and  Verminous  premises  f 25 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  314 

Clean  Air  Act  - visits  to  houses  3,841 

- visits  to  measuring  apparatus  ...  148 

Smoke  observations  and  visits 147 

Fairgrounds  ...  ...  ...  9 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  361 

Interviews  2,088 

Food  Hygiene  lectures  ...  ...  ...  32 

Talks  to  organisations  ...  ...  18 

Attendances  at  court  10 

Other  visits  931 

Food  Premises: 

Slaughterhouses  8 

Butchers  shops  142 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  57 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  103 

Bakehouses  17 

Licensed  premises  59 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  123 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  201 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  109 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  33 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  456 

Food  vending  machines  5 

Food  inspection  visits  216 

Food  and  drugs  sampling  ...  , , 75 

Other  samples  55 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

31.12.69. 

Served 

1970 

Completed 

1970 

Outstanding 

31.12  .70 . 

Formal 

- 

23 

20 

3 

Informal 



163 

308 

320 

151 

Total : 

163 

331 

340 

154 

Nuisances 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  comments: 

"I  reported  last  year  on  the  smell  of  burnt  paint  from  a factory  in 
Ebberns  Road,  The  firm  obtained  other  premises  outside  the  Borough  and  the 
move  should  be  completed  early  in  1971  . There  were  fewer  complaints  than 
previously  and  the  news  of  the  impending  move  brought  a measure  of  cheer  to 
complainants . 

Twenty-six  noise  complaints  were  investigated,  nineteen  of  them  concerning 
industry  and  commerce.  The  three  main  sources  of  complaint  were  diesel  pumps 
and  compressors,  cyclones  and  extractors  and  barking  dogs.  A number  of  residents 
in  Belswains  Lane  area  complained  of  disturbance  by  a pump  in  use  during  constru- 
ction of  a new  main  sewer  through  the  valley  and  by  intermittent  steam  ejection  at 
a nearby  factory,  and  they  followed  their  complaints  by  submitting  a petition  with 
eighty-three  signatures.  The  noises  were  particularly  noticeable  at  night  when 
the  ambient  noise  level  was  low  and  the  complainants  were  trying  to  get  to  sleep. 
The  pump  noise  nuisance  was  dealt  with  and  the  pump  removed:  investigation  into 
the  other  complaint  continues . 

Several  complaints  were  received  from  occupiers  of  existing  houses  of 
nuisance  from  smoke  and  smuts  caused  by  the  burning  of  trees  and  bushes  pulled 
up  to  make  way  for  new  buildings.  It  has  been  usual  practice  for  builders  to 
dispose  of  unwanted  material  in  this  way  but,  as  new  sites  are  quite  often 
surrounded  by  other  houses,  serious  annoyance  can  be  caused.  A number  of  fires 
were  extinguished  at  the  request  of  inspectors  and  the  Borough  Engineer  has  agreed 
to  notify  developers  when  plans  are  approved  that  arrangements  must  be  made  to 
remove  trees  and  bushes  from  the  site." 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Clean  Air 


Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  Adey field  No.l  Smoke  Control  Area  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  June,  1970,  and  is  the  ninth  such  area  in  the  Borough.  It  comprised 
some  1700  premises,  all  but  69  of  them  being  dwelling  houses. 


/Cont ' d . . . 


Smoke  Control  Area  (cont'd) 


Another  area,  Adeyfield  No. 2/Town  Centre,  was  surveyed  and  has  been 
approved  by  the  Council  but  awaits  confirmation  by  the  Minister;  it  is 
proposed  it  should  operate  from  the  1st  June,  1972,  when  2105  dwellings 
and  446  other  buildings  will  be  affected.  To  be  surveyed  next  are  the 
High  Street  Green/Factory  area  and  the  Bourne  End/Felden  area. 

Smokeless  Fuels 


Much  has  been  said  and  written  in  recent  months  about  shortage  of 
smokeless  fuels.  When  smoke  control  work  started  some  eight  years  ago, 
a programme  was  prepared  on  the  assumption  that  ample  supplies  of  gas 
coke,  including  Gloco,  would  be  available.  Most  conversions  were  to  better 
types  of  solid  fuel  grates,  although  a proportion  of  occupiers  changed  to  gas, 
electricity  or  oil  heating.  The  discovery  of  North  Sea  gas,  and  the  rapid 
run-down  of  most  gas  works  led  to  a shortage  of  coke.  Although  both  the 
National  Coal  Board  and  private  enterprise  spent  vast  sums  of  money  in  seeking 
and  producing  new  smokeless  fuels,  there  were  constant  failures  and  delays. 
These,  together  with  an  accelerating  clean  air  programme,  have  led  to  the 
present  difficulties. 

During  the  summer  a meeting  was  called  so  that  representatives  of  the 
Council  and  the  local  fuel  suppliers  could  discuss  the  problem.  It  was 
agreed  that,  if  during  the  winter  months  there  was  such  a shortage  of  solid 
smokeless  fuels  that  merchants  were  unable  to  keep  their  customers  supplied, 
the  Council  would  suspend  the  Smoke  Control  Orders. 

So  far,  although  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  supply  the  fuel 
preferred  by  the  customers,  most  orders  have  been  delivered  within  a reasonable 
time.  Very  few  complaints  reached  the  office,  but  merchants  were  consulted 
to  see  whether  the  position  was  becoming  serious  or  not. 

Air  Pollution  Records 


The  first  records  of  daily  levels  of  air  pollution  started  at  one  site 
in  the  Town  Centre  in  1962  . By  the  following  year  all  of  the  present  four 
recording  sites  were  operative  and  for  six  and  a half-years  continuous  records 
were  kept . These  established  a pattern  of  low  and  consistent  readings  during 
the  summer  period  - April  to  September  inclusive.  It  was  therefore  decided 
that  no  real  benefit  would  accrue  from  keeping  further  records  during  the 
summer  months  at  three  of  the  four  sites.  An  exception  was  made  at  site  No. 3, 
situated  at  Adeyfield  School,  as  this  is  in  the  Adeyfield  No.l  Smoke  Control 
Area  which  became  operative  on  1st  June.  Little  difference  was  noted  in  the 
first  three  months  after  the  operative  date,  a time  when  few  domestic  fires 
were  in  use  - but  a study  of  the  figures  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  year 
shows  significant  improvements  in  the  levels  of  both  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide 
concentrations.  Comparisons  of  the  monthly  averages  with  those  of  the  three 
preceding  years  are  shown  below 

Hemel  Hempstead  No. 3 Site 

Smoke  Concentration  * 


Month 

1970 

Average  of  3 years 

1967.1968.1969 

October 

27 

30 

November 

32 

45 

December 

35 

60 
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Hemel  Hempstead  No. 3 Site  (Cont'd.) 


Sulphur  Dioxide  Concentration  * 


Month 

1970 

Average  of  3 years 

1967,1968 ,1969 

October 

34 

64 

November 

42 

94 

December 

102 

123 

* Measured  in  micrograms  per  cubic  metre 

These  rates  of  improvement  may  be  somewhat  exaggerated  as  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  was  generally  milder  than  average. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Registration  and  Inspection 

There  were  39  new  registrations,  giving  a total  of  593  premises  comprising 
169  offices,  351  retail  shops,  17  wholesale  premises,  53  catering  establishments 
and  canteens  and  3 fuel  storage  depots.  They  employ  6835  persons. 

Contraventions 


The  high  proportion  of  new  buildings  in  the  Borough  helps  to  reduce  the 
number  of  contraventions  found,  many  of  which  are  minor.  Regulations  made  in 
1968  apply  to  lifts  and  hoists  which  must  be  examined  by  a competent  person 
every  six  months  and  a report  issued.  If  the  lift  cannot  continue  to  be  used 
with  safety,  a copy  of  the  report  must  be  sent  to  the  registration  authority. 

Of  the  thirty-three  premises  containing  a lift  or  hoist,  only  two  unsatisfactory 
reports  were  received  and  the  necessary  repairs  were  carried  out . 

Accidents 


A total  of  23  accidents  reported  (compared  with  39  last  year)  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a reflection  of  non-reporting  rather  than  a significant  improvement  in 
safety  standards  and  behaviour.  As  17  of  these  reports  were  from  three  firms, 
only  6 occurred  in  the  other  590  registered  premises . 


The  accidents 
of  a minor  nature . 


reported  were  all  non-fatal, 
The  injuries  were 


and  most  were  comparatively 


Bruising  

Open  wounds  and  surface  injuries 

Sprains  and  strains  

Fracture  

Amputation  


10 

7 

4 

1 

1 (Loss  of  finger) 


Four  of  the  accidents  were  investigated  and  advice  given;  It  was  not 
felt  that  legal  proceedings  were  justified  in  any  case. 
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The  premises  concerned  were;- 


Retail  shops 


...  11 
Canteens 


Wholesale  premises 
3 


and  the  occupations  of  those  injured 

Butcher  . 5 Clerk 

Storekeeper/Labourer  ...  7 Truck  driver 

Laboratory  Assistant  ...  1 Canteen  worker 

Shop  Assistant  ...  2 

Injuries  were  caused  by;- 

Machinery  at  rest  

Non-power  driven  machinery  

Vehicle  in  motion  - non-power  . . . 

Vehicle  stationary  ... 

Falls  . 

Stepping  or  striking  against  object 

Handling  goods  

Struck  by  falling  object  ...  ... 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ... 


2 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 
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2 

3 

3 


HOUSING 


Unfit  Dwellings 

Sixteen  demolition  orders  and  three  closing  orders  were  made  on  dwellings 
which  were  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  could  not  be  made  fit  at 
reasonable  expense.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  decide  what  is  reasonable. 

Repairs  and  reconditioning  are  expensive  and  regard  must  be  had  to  the  cost  of 
the  work  required  to  make  the  premises  fit  and  to  the  value  of  the  property  when 
the  work  has  been  done.  In  cases  where  rents  are  low  it  may  be  even  harder  to 
justify  demands  for  extensive  repairs. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

A house  in  multiple  occupation  is  defined  as  a house  which  is  occupied  by 
persons  who  do  not  form  a single  household.  There  is  a relatively  small  number 
of  such  houses  in  the  Borough,  which  is  probably  due  to  the  shortage  of  large 
older-type  houses  suitable  for  conversion  to  bed-sitter  accommodation. 

Generally  speaking  owners  co-operate  in  providing  amenities  to  comply  with 
the  Council's  standards  regarding  toilet  and  washing  facilities,  provision  for 
heating,  cooking,  etc.  Much  more  difficulty  is  experienced  in  achieving 
adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  Owners  may  find  severe  financial  and 
structural  problems  involved  in  building  suitable  external  staircases  and  in 
certain  cases  some  pressure  is  necessary  to  achieve  a reasonable  standard. 

It  may  be  more  economical  not  to  let  upper  floors.  Overcrowding  is  rarely  a 
problem,  despite  suggestions  that  there  is  a large  unsatisfied  demand  for  the 
kind  of  letting  found  in  multi-occupied  houses. 
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General  Improvement  Areas 


The  Housing  Act  1969  provides  for  the  establishment  of  general  improvement 
areas.  An  area  must  be  predominantly  residential,  and  the  local  authority  must 
be  satisfied  that  living  conditions  ought  to  be  improved  by  the  improvement  of 
the  amenities  of  the  area  or  of  dwellings  therein  or  both. 

Two  areas  were  considered  as  possible  general  improvement  areas  - Apsley 
and  East  of  the  High  Street  . Detailed  surveys  of  all  the  dwellings  in  these 
two  areas  were  carried  out  and  maps  prepared . Houses  were  placed  into  four 
categories  according  to  their  estimated  lives  - nil;  1 to  5 years;  6-15  years; 
over  15  years.  So  far  the  Improvement  Committee  has  received  a report  on  Apsley, 
and  will  consider  High  Street  East  early  in  the  new  year. 

If  it  is  decided  to  proceed  with  general  improvements,  not  only  will  the 
amenities  of  the  area  be  considered,  but  every  householder  whose  house  is  in  any 
way  substandard  will  be  encouraged  to  repair  and  improve  it,  and  generous  grants 
are  available  to  assist  financially.  Many  of  the  houses  in  these  two  areas  are 
between  eighty  and  one  hundred  years  old,  but  are  soundly  constructed  and  can  still 
provide  many  years  of  useful  service. 

Qualification  Certificates 

The  1969  Housing  Act  provides  for  a change  in  certain  circumstances  from 
a controlled  to  a regulated  tenancy  and  the  determination  of  a fair  rent . The 
landlord  applies  to  the  local  authority  for  a qualification  certificate,  which 
states  that  a dwelling  is  provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  its  occupants,  that  it  is  in  good  repair  having  regard  to  its 
age,  character  and  locality  and  disregarding  internal  decorative  repair,  and  that 
in  all  other  respects  it  is  fit  for  human  habitation. 

On  receipt  of  an  application,  a full  inspection  of  the  house  is  made,  and 
the  landlord  notified  of  any  works  required  to  satisfy  the  conditions  for  the 
issue  of  a certificate.  So  far  there  has  been  only  a trickle  of  applications  but, 
where  certificates  have  been  issued,  a landlord  will  be  able  to  charge  a fair  rent, 
which  usually  means  considerably  morethan  under  the  previous  controlled  system. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks : - 

"The  number  of  applicants  on  the  common  housing  list  as  at  31st  December, 

1970  had  increased  to  2,573.  Of  this  number  1,752  were  living  in  rooms,  and 
821  occupying  separate  accommodation  which  was  either  lacking  in  amenities  or 
unsuited  to  their  needs  for  various  reasons . In  addition  148  applicants  were 
on  the  approved  list  awaiting  housing  at  the  end  of  the  year,  having  been  selected 
under  the  Council's  points  scheme..  Eight  applicants  living  in  unfit  properties 
were  also  awaiting  re-housing  as  at  the  31st  December,  1970. 

The  number  of  new  applications  registered  during  the  year  showed  a 
significant  decrease  on  1969,  and  at  1148  was  the  lowest  figure  since  1964. 

Eighteen  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  these  together 
with  the  vacancies  which  occurred  enabled  the  Borough  Council  to  house  72 
applicants  from  the  waiting  list,  and  transfer  57  existing  tenants  to  more  suitable 
accommodation.  Three  tenants  were  also  housed  from  unfit  properties.  In 
addition  234  applicants  from  the  waiting  list,  and  eight  tenants  from  unfit 
properties  were  re-housed  by  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns" . 


21 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were : - 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

272 

Various 

288 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

18 

3-bedroom,  parlour 

253 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.70.  was  as  follows 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced  during  the  year, 

but  not  completed: - 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

Com- 

menced 

Number 

Com- 

pleted 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  B.l  - 

Phase  1 

Phase  2 

193 

277 

^ Various 

^ 272 

00 

rH 

/'“N 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 

at  31.12  ,70 ; - 


Proposed 

Site 

Number 

of  Houses 

Type 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  B.l  (Phase  3) 

183 

1 and  2 -bed room  flats 

Anchor  Lane  

12 

1-bedroom  flats 

Two  Beeches  

55 

Old  Persons  home  with  warden 

Elephant  Farm  

60 

3-bedroom,  parlour,  houses 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  (Hemel  Hempstead 
Executive)  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of 
the  New  Town : - 

1.  Estimated  New  Town  Population:  40,000  (at  31.12.70) 

(Based  on  the  number  of  dwellings  constructed  by  the  Hemel  Hempstead 
Development  Corporation  and  the  Commission  for  New  Towns  since 
designation) . 

2 . Housing: 

(a)  Dwellings  constructed  in  1970 

Old  People's  dwellings  44 

Distribution 

Saturn  Way,  Highfield  36 

Midland  Road  Station  Site  8 

Total 44 

(b)  Total  dwellings  constructed  up  to  31st  December,  1970 

(including  houses  built  for  sale)  12,110 

(c)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1970: 

Midland  Road  Station  Site  (O.P.D.'s) 16 

Adeyfield  Driftway  (O.P.D.'s)  52 

Total  68 

3 . Industry : 

(a)  Total  number  of  factories  completed  to  31st  December,  1970 

(b)  Factories  completed  during  1970  

(c)  Extensions  completed  during  1970  

(d)  New  factories  under  construction  at  31.12.70 

(e)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.70 

(f)  Estimated  employment  in  main  industrial  area  at  31.12.70.  . 

4 . Service  Industry: 


(a)  Number  of  firms  in  operation  at  31.12.70 75 

(b)  New  premises  completed  during  1970  Nil 

(c)  New  premises  under  construction  at  31.12.70 Nil 

(d)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.70 Nil 

5 . Offices ; 


(a)  Total  floor  space  completed  to  31.12.70 374,936  sq.  ft.  (gross) 

(b)  Under  construction  at  31.12.70 232,000  sq . ft.  (gross) 


Nil 

9 

2 

5 

13.430 
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6 . Shops : 


(a)  Completed  at  31,12,70: 

(i)  Town  Centre  . 171 

(ii)  Elsewhere  133 

(b)  Completed  during  1970: 

Town  Centre  2 

(c)  Under  construction  at  31.12.70; 

Supermarket,  Grove  Hill  Neighbourhood  Centre  1 


7 . Schools : 

(a)  Total  number  of  schools  provided  since  designation; 

30 
9 

39 


(b)  Total  number  of  places : 

Primary  . . 9,200 

Secondary  8,015 

Total;  17,215 


Primary  . 

Secondary  

Total : 


CARAVANS 


Elephant  Farm  Site: 

The  site  has  continued  to  house  up  to  six  families  at  any  one  time.  Late 
in  the  year  one  large  family,  who  had  been  resident  for  over  two  years,  were 
transferred  to  a Council  house.  A second  small  family  who  would  also  have 
qualified  for  selection,  went  back  "on  the  road"  and  have  left  the  area  altogether. 
It  was  a disappointment  to  helpers,  as  it  was  felt  they  would  have  been  excellent 
tenants,  but  obviously  the  husband  felt  he  just  could  not  adapt  himself  at  this 
stage  to  house  dwelling. 

An  English  gypsy  family  asked  to  be  considered  when  a vacancy  occurred, 
and  were  settled  on  the  site  in  August . They  seem  to  get  on  quite  well  with 
their  Irish  neighbours,  and  indeed  set  an  example  for  tidiness  and  good  behaviour. 
Obviously  they  are  happy  there,  for  friends  of  theirs  on  another  site  in  the  County 
have  asked  to  be  put  on  the  waiting  list . 

New  Sites ; 


The  County  Council  are  actively  engaged  in  providing  sufficient  sites  to 
accommodate  the  gypsy  families  who  can  claim  to  base  their  lives  in  Hertfordshire. 
Temporary  sites  are  operating  in  some  places,  and  plans  for  two  permanent  sites, 
one  within  the  Borough,  have  been  approved.  The  local  site  will  be  in 
Three  Cherry  Trees  Lane  and  will  provide  for  fifteen  families.  It  will  not  only 
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provide  proper  roadways  and  a community  hut,  but  also  separate  plots,  each 
with  a sanitary  block  containing  kitchen/day  room,  bathroom,  toilet  and 
hot  water  supply,  a caravan  standing  and  a parking  space. 

An  invitation  was  accepted  to  present  a paper,  "Gypsy  Caravan  Sites", 
to  the  Northamptonshire  Branch  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  Association  in 
October  and  this  paper  has  since  been  quite  widely  distributed  as  it  provides 
in  effect  brief  practice  notes  on  establishing  and  running  sites.  Enquiries 
continue  to  be  received  on  this  subject  from  local  authorities  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  and  several  parties  of  councillors  and  officers  have 
visited  the  area.  Plans  for  new  sites  are  being  prepared  by  a number  of 
local  authorities  and  1971  should  see  some  of  them  in  operation. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Retail.  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1970  was:- 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  . . . . „ . ...  ...  ...  

Fishmongers  - wet  and  dried  fish  only 

- wet,  dried  and  fried  fish 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade  -not  included  above) 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  . . . 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (included  above)  

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation  etc 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ... 

No.  of  premises  concerned  above;  253 


33 

2 

12 

35 

20 

26 

44 

68 

46 

17 

29 

48 

141 


Complaints 

124  complaints  were  made  by  members  of  the  public,  including  54  foods 
alleged  to  contain  foreign  matter,  24  to  be  mouldy  and  30  unfit  for 
consumption.  Flour  confectionery  was  involved  in  40  cases,  meat  and  meat 
products  in  20,  fish  in  7 and  milk  in  9. 

Prosecutions 


Eight  cases  were  heard  in  the  Magistrates  Court . All  but  one  were  taken 
under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 


Penalty 

Costs 

1 . 

Chicken  pie  contained  no  meat  

£15 

£5. 

5s 

2 . 

Bacon 

joint  - decomposition  and  maggots 

£20 

£8 

3. 

Mould 

on  two  fresh  cream  desserts  ...  ... 

£15 

£5. 

5s 

4. 

Milk  bottle  containing  puss  moth  cocoon 

£25 

£8. 

8s 

5 . 

Metal 

rod  if"  long  in  beef  pie  crust 

£15 

£5. 

5s 

6. 

Metal 

sleeve  washer  in  loaf 

£10 

£9  . 

19s 

7 . 

Joint 

of  lamb  with  cigarette  end  and  dirt 

adhering  . . 

£15 

£5 

/cont ' d . . . . 
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A case  alleging  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966  at  a fish  stall  was  dismissed  because 
sufficient  evidence  was  not  produced  to  prove  that  defendant  was  the  owner  of 
the  stall . Costs  of  20  guineas  were  awarded  against  the  Council  . 


Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tip.  The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were;- 

Tons . cwts . lbs . 


Carcase  meat  and  offal  . 8 70 

Fish 6 109 

Canned  foods  . , 3 18  58 

Frozen  foods  due  to  cabinet  breakdown  19  100 

Other  foods  8 35 


Total  6 2 36 


Food  Hygiene  Education 

Much  food  hygiene  education  is  conducted  informally  in  the  discussions 
which  take  place  almost  every  time  an  inspector  visits  food  premises.  But  if 
a food  handler  is  to  appreciate  the  need  for  the  various  acts  and  regulations 
which  affect  him,  he  must  have  some  elementary  training.  By  and  large,  only 
a few  of  the  larger  food  firms  provide  this  training,  and  it  is  left  to  local 
authorities  to  do  what  they  can  to  fill  the  gap. 

Two  main  approaches  are  used  in  the  Borough  - one  or  two  short  talks  to 
staff,  either  at  their  place  of  employment  or  at  the  Town  Hall,  or  the  more 
formal  lecture  courses  at  the  Dacorum  College  of  Further  Education.  The  courses 
consist  of  ten  lectures,  with  both  written  and  oral  examinations,  and  follow  the 
syllabus  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  who  also  conduct 
the  examinations.  The  College  provides  excellent  facilities,  including  a 
projectionist  for  films,  and  the  lectures  are  shared  by  two  public  health  inspectors. 
Subjects  include  the  digestive  system,  elementary  bacteriology,  food  borne  diseases, 
food  poisoning,  food  law  and  practical  application  of  hygiene  to  the  various  food 
trades . 

Since  the  courses  commenced  seven  years  ago,  a total  of  399  students  have 
attended,  with  291  sitting  the  examination  and  252  passing  it.  In  the  Autumn 
course  there  were  41  students,  with  33  sitting  the  examination  and 
32  successful . The  Public  Health  Committee  has  always  shown  a keen  interest  in 
these  courses,  and  the  Chairman  officiates  when  certificates  are  presented  by  the 
Mayor  to  successful  candidates. 

To  maintain  the  interest  of  those  who  have  attended  the  courses,  at  least 
one  evening  a year  is  organised  as  a "get  together",  when  a speaker  is  invited 
from  one  of  the  nationally  known  food  firms  to  describe  the  way  his  employers 
purchase,  process  and  distribute  their  products.  In  addition,  an  afternoon 
visit  to  a large  dairy  or  other  food  factory  is  arranged  . These  efforts  help 
food  handlers,  whose  working  life  is  often  confined  to  one  room  in  one  premises, 
to  gain  some  idea  of  the  important  part  the  individual  plays  as  part  of  a large 
team,  in  this  matter  of  food  hygiene. 
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For  a long  time  it  has  been  felt  that  employees  who  have  attended  a hygiene 
course  and  passed  the  examination  should  have  some  such  tangible  reward  as  a small 
increase  in  the  weekly  wage  packet.  But  so  far  as  is  known,  no  employer  has  adopted 
the  suggestion.  It  is  time  the  food  industry  realised  that  every  employee  should 
receive  some  training  before  being  allowed  to  handle  food,  and  that  all  staff 
capable  of  benefiting  from  attendance  at  a course  should  be  encouraged  to  go,  and 
should  receive  some  permanent  recognition  when  they  attain  a recognised  standard  of 
proficiency . 


Slaughterhouse 

There  was  no  slaughtering  at  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  attached  to 
a butcher's  shop. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borough. 


Unsatisfactory  Samples: 


Food  and  Drug  Sampling 

Analyst ’ s Report 


Article 

No  . 

of 

Samples 

Remarks 

Homogenised  Past . Milk 

1 

Complaint . 

Contained  caterpillar 

(1) 

Strike  American  Cola 

1 

Complaint . 

Taint . Contained  Cyclamates 

(2) 

Liver  sausage 

1 

Complaint . 

Contained  metal  strip 

(3) 

Cauliflower 

1 

Complaint . 

Yellow  colour  on  cooking 

(4) 

Wholemeal  bread 

1 

Complaint . 

Not  justified 

(5) 

Pickled  onions 

1 

Complaint . 

Not  justified 

(6) 

Sausages 

2 

Use  of  preservative  not  notified 

(7) 

Dahnia  Powder 

1 

Excess  sand  and  silicious  matter 

(8) 

Expel  Plus  sweet 

1 

Claimed  as 

a sober-up  sweet 

(9) 

Instant  coffee 

1 

Incorrectly  labelled 

(10) 

Scandia  Horse  Radish 

2 

Contained 

excess  preservative 

(ID 

Chawla's  Mango  Pickle 

1 

Incorrect 

Labelling 

(12) 

Rum  flavouring 

1 

Almost  devoid  of  rum  flavouring 

(13) 

-do- 

1 

Repeat  sample  - genuine 

(13) 
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Comments 


1.  Caterpillar  of  the  puss  moth  and  cocoon  webbing.  Firm  prosecuted  and  fined 
£25  with  8 guineas  costs . 

2 . Complaint  of  wax  deposit  and  taint . The  latter  was  due  to  excess 
internal  lacquer  on  tin.  Analyst  reported  presence  of  cyclamates 
(artificial  sweeteners)  which  had  been  prohibited  from  1st  January. 
Manufacturers  called  in  all  affected  tins. 

3.  A liver  sausage  contained  a metal  strip,  11/16"  long  and  wide. 
Investigation  at  the  factory  revealed  no  similar  type  of  metal  in 
use  there;  the  manufacturers  were  warned. 

4.  Customer  complained  that  cauliflower  turned  bright  yellow  when 
cooked.  Analyst  reported  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  foreign 
contaminant,  including  pesticide  residues,  and  that  the  yellow 
pigment  developed  from  naturally  occurring  constituents  of  the 
cauliflower . 

5.  Analysis  proved  complaint  that  "loaf  was  in  fact  not  wholemeal" 
was  unjustified,  as  the  loaf  was  genuine. 

6.  Purchaser  complained  that  consumption  caused  sickness.  Analyst 
could  find  no  evidence  to  justify  complaint . 

7.  If  sausages  contain  preservatives,  a notice  to  this  effect  must  be 
displayed  in  the  shop.  Occupiers  warned. 

8.  Analyst  considered  the  proportion  of  extraneous  matter  excessive. 

It  proved  to  be  old  stock  and  the  suppliers  had  none  left. 

9 . Considerable  publicity  given  in  the  press  to  this  sweet . The 
carton  bore  the  claim  that  "one  sweet  taken  after  drinking  will 
help  in  sobering  up  and  neutralising  the  breath  fumes" . The 
public  analyst  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  sweet  might  well 
mask  the  breath  fumes,  but  he  could  find  no  evidence  that  the 
alcohol  content  in  the  system  would  be  reduced  . Other  Councils 

took  samples  and  the  Lancashire  County  Council  instituted  proceedings 
under  the  Trades  Description  Act  against  the  producers  and  a vending 
company,  when  fines  and  costs  totalled  £900. 

10.  Label  did  not  include  name  and  address  of  either  the  packer  or 
the  labeller.  Manufacturer  printed  new  labels. 

11 . Analyst  reported  that  sulphur  dioxide  preservative  content  was 
nearly  three  times  the  maximum  permitted  amount . Suppliers 
withdrew  all  stocks. 

12.  The  label  did  not  list  the  ingredients.  The  importers  were 
notified,  as  the  product  originated  in  India. 

13.  Deterioration  due  to  keeping  in  stock  over  a long  period.  Sample 
of  new  stock  proved  satisfactory. 
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Samples  reported  upon  as  genuine  were: 


Baby  Food  1 
Cheese  2 
Coffee  4 
Drinking  Chocolate  2 
Tea  6 
Cordials  and  soft  drinks  9 
Shandies  2 
Spirits  5 
Milk  10 
Ice  Cream  1 


Yogurt  5 
Flavourings  3 
Sweeteners  2 
Colouring  matters  2 
Pies  and  pastries  6 
Puddings  4 
Sauces,  chutneys,  pickles  14 
Sausages  8 
Powders  (curry,  chili,  etc.)  6 
Others  22 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  , 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Whoopipg  Cough  

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles  

125 

3 

Nil 

Acute  Meningitis  . 

3 

3 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . f . , . . 

53 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery  

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad)  

1 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  

10 

2 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Meningitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

— 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

- 

- 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4-5  years  

1 

- 

22 

«* 

- 

- 

- 

r- 

5-10  years  

3 

- 

41 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

1 

3 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

- 

- 

2 

- 

50 

- 

- 

1 

Total  cases  notified: 

4 



2 - 

125 

3 

53 

4 

1 

10 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year;- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1st  January,  1970  

135 

71 

5 

14 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  

6 

2 

2 

■- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers-in  etc.)  ............... 

4 

3 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  Register 
during  the  year  

20 

22 

1 

3 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year; 

125 

54 

6 

12 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  ........... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 = 5 years  ........... 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

“ 

— 

5 “ 10  years  .......... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

10-15  years  .......... 

- 

- 

" 

“ 

- 

— 

15  - 20  years  .......... 

- 

- 

«“ 

— 

“ 

— 

20  ~ 25  years  .......... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

25  - 35  years  .......... 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  .......... 

. - 

- 

1 

- 

S 

- 

- 

- 

45  ~ 55  years  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

55  - 65  years  .......... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

65  and  upwards  ......... 

1 

" 

' 

Totals : 

6 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid  1970 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1970  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1970  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1970-71  


1,982  acres 
15,160 

5,002 

£856,818 

£3,392 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  Ill  95  206 

Illegitimate 6 7 13 


Total  ...  117  102  219 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


14.4 

14.8 


Male  Female  Total 
2 2 


Total  ...  - 2 2 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  9.1 

Deaths : 


Males  77,  Females  90  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  Age; 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


167 
10.9 
11  .3 
Nil 


Male  Female  Total 
3-3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  year  of  Age; 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  13.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  14.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  .9.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  4.6 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  .13.6 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital.  Statistics  (cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  , 4.22 

Cancer  2.31 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ...  1.78 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1 .45 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  Venereal  Disease)  0.06 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1970  was  15,160 
as  compared  with  15,170  at  mid-1969 . The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
i ,e  . excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  52. 


Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.03  and  1.04  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole . When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor,  they  are  comparable 
with  the -crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate 
for  any  area  for  that  year . 


Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net  total  of 
219  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year  a decrease  of  36  on  the  previous 
year . 


The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  17.3  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  two  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  9.1  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as 
compared  with  11.6  in  the  previous  year  and  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  167  (77  males, 

90  females)  an  increase  of  one  on  the  total  for  the  year  1969. 
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Deaths  (cont'd.) 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  11.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were : - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases, 
and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  13.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  11.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-4  years 
5-14  years 
15  - 24  years 
25  - 34  years 
35  - 44  years 
45  - 54  years 
55  - 64  years 
65  - 74  years 
75  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

7 

9 

10 

8 

18 

26 

18 

44 

29 

55 

84 

All  Causes 


77 


90 


167 


Causes  of  Death  in  1970 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

• • • 

• • f 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

• • • 

9 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

• • • 

2 

4 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

6 

- 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

-> 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

• • t 

• » • 

«* 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

• • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

Leukaemia  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

• • • 

4 

6 

10 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Avitaminoses,  etc.  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  

• 9 9 

9 9 0 

- 

1 

1 

Anaemias  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

0 9 9 

• • t 

2 

1 

3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

0 • • 

9 0 0 

1 

1 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

19 

16 

35 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

* • * 

9 9 9 

3 

9 

12 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

9 

10 

19 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

9 0 9 

3 

5 

8 

Influenza  ...  ...  

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  . ... 

1 

12 

13 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

0 0 • 

9 9 0 

9 

3 ' 

12 

Asthma  ...  . 

1 

- 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

• • • 

0 9 9 

1 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• • • 

9 9 9 

- 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

9 0 0 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour, etc. 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

• • • 

9 0 9 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

2 

- 

2 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

• • • 

9 0 9 

1 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  . . . 

• • • 

77 

90 

167 

Infant  Mortality  in  1970 


Under 

1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3 - 6 months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity  

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Intestinal 

obstruction  and  Hernia 

— 

” 

"" 

1 

" 

1 

TOTALS : 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 


Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  Berkhamsted 
Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  to  supply.  There 
are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing  370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000 
gallons.  The  average  daily  water  consumption  was  approximately  60  gallons  per  head. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore,  no  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo- 
solvent  contamination.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does  not  exceed 
0 .05  p .p .m . (F) . 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are  taken 
from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted  monthly  by  this 
Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Private  Supplies 

A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council's  swimming  bath  obtain  water  from 
boreholes . 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Population 

(Estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

17,351 

5,258 

17,351 

- 

- 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1970 


Number  of  Samples 


Description 
of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Main  Supply: 
Chlorinated 

20 

20 

Private  Supplies: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swimming  Baths : 

71 

68 

3 

"" 

— 

Main  Water; 

Total 

Hardness  240 

p.p.m. 
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Swimming  Baths 


There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district  . 

1.  Town  Bath . An  open-air  swimming  bath  constructed  in  1925,  enlarged  and 
improved  in  1965,  owned  and  managed  by  the  Council. 

The  capacity  is  147,000  gallons  and  the  water  is  obtained  from  an  80  ft. 
borehole.  The  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled  annually  prior  to  the  swimming 
season.  Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  used. 
Proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment  and  aeration  is  carried  out 
after  chlorination. 

Thirty  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  twenty-eight 
were  satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School . A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  1934,  owned  and 
managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by  the  staff  and  pupils  of 
the  school . 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled 
six  times  every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  four  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  carried 
out  and  proprietary  chemicals  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The  water  is  heated  by  a 
calorifier . 

Seventeen  samples  were  taken  in  addition  to  the  routine  samples  of  the  County 
Council.  Sixteen  were  satisfactory. 

3.  Berkhamsted  School . A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1890,  owned  and 
managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled 
annually  during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  ten  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  carried 
out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment.  Twenty  samples  were 
taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled 
annually  prior  to  the  Summer  Season.  The  capacity  is  80,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  carried 
out.  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas . Proprietary  chemicals  and  soda  are  added 
for  pH  adjustment.  The  water  is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Four  samples  were  taken  which  were  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Purification  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council's  sewage  disposal  works. 
The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  Five  samples  of  effluent 
were  taken  during  the  year,  and  four  complied  with  the  recommended  standards. 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers,  but 
there  are  approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are  emptied  when 
necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  emptying  is  recovered  from 
the  owners  of  the  properties.  Some  cesspools  are  emptied  by  a private  contractor. 


Refuse  Collection 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


Refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  weekly.  A charge  is  levied  on  trade 
premises  where  more  than  one  bin  load  per  week  is  collected.  Accumulation  and 
lumber  are  collected  from  private  dwelling  houses  for  a set  charge  of  50p . 262 

such  collections  were  made. 

The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  has  been  successfully  continued  and  a regular 
weekly  collection  has  been  maintained. 

The  pilot  scheme  for  paper  sack  refuse  containers  has  been  continued  and 
extended  to  all  new  Council  houses  and  flats . 

Two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  TBZ  type  Pakamatic,  one  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  TZ 
Pakamatic  and  one  Dennis  Paxit  II  vehicles  are  used  for  collection,  one  with  a 
crew  of  one  loader/driver  and  four  men  and  two  with  crews  of  one  loader/driver 
and  three  men.  A Dennis  Paxit  II  vehicle  is  kept  in  reserve. 

Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Two  men  are  employed  and 
a Bristol  Taurus  Tractor  is  used  to  assist  compaction. 

In  order  to  discourage  indiscriminate  dumping  within  the  District,  free 
tipping  facilities  are  available.  Unwanted  cars  can  be  taken  to  the  tip  free 
of  charge  by  householders  within  the  Urban  District . 

In  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  arrangements 
have  been  made  at  the  tip  for  the  disposal  of  a small  quantity  of  radio-active 
waste,  but  none  has  been  received  during  the  year. 

Tipping  space  on  the  existing  site  in  the  Town  is  virtually  exhausted. 

The  Council  considered  alternative  means  of  disposal  and  agreed  that  as  from 
1st  April,  1971,  all  refuse  be  transported  to  a privately-owned  tip  at 
Wheathampstead , some  20  miles  away. 

The  Council  are  represented  on  a proposed  Consortium  of  Local  Authorities 
in  South  West  Hertfordshire  who  have  similar  problems  of  refuse  disposal. 


40 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 

of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

58 

171 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  ... 

9 

36 

- 

- 

TOTAL : 

68 

208 

3 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found ; 




Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

which  pros- 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

c cut  1 OilS 

were  insti- 
tuted . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 . 


OUTWORKERS : 


4 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  355 

Improvement  Grants  158 

Sub-standard  houses  22 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  22 

Qualification  certificates  6 

Offices  & Shops  Act 393 

Rodent  Control  2,107 

Factories  172 

Refuse  Collection  205 

Refuse  disposal  275 

Swimming  baths 123 

Accumulations  20 

Drainage  150 

Building  sites  21 

Cesspools  40 

Noise  complaints  74 

Pet  Animals  Act  9 

Offices  & Shops  Act  - Accidents  4 

Offensive  smells  4 

Immigrants  6 

Civic  Amenities  Act  64 

Infectious  diseases  3 

Clean  Air  Act  5 

Home  Counties  Licensing  8 

Complaints : 

Private  drains  50 

Combined  drains  6 

Housing  defects  114 

Food  ...  . 20 

Public  Sewer  6 

Private  Sewer  . 35 

Noise  3 

Cesspools  2 

Clean  Air  Act  3 

Insanitary  Premises  2 

Food  Premises 

Food  delivery  vehicles  20 

Food  stalls  21 

Grocers  148 

Slaughterhouse  79 

Restaurants  83 

Butchers  98 
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Food  Premises : cont'd. 


Bakehouses  50 

Confectioners  34 

Greengrocers  91 

Fishmongers  55 

Multiple  stores  167 

Licensed  premises  . ...  63 

School  kitchens  51 

Canteens  6 


Notices  Services  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.69. 

1970 

1970 

31.12 .70. 

Informal 

14 

94 

92 

16 

Formal 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Nuisances  Abated;  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


Houses  156 

Food  Premises  31 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared  with 
Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  214  infestations  of  brown  rats,  13  of  house  mice  and 
6 of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations,  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base  and 
Rodine  Biotrol  was  used  for  poisoning.  Warfarin  with  a maize  base  and 
Alphakil  was  used  successfully  against  mice . There  is  no  evidence  that  rats 
are  Warfarin  resistant . 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses . 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a private  contractor  using  25  per  cent 
f luoracetamide  (1081).  A separate  return  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  shops  are  registered  and  statutory  conditions  are  observed  . 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district . 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with  the 
Council  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  31st  December,  1970;- 


Class  of  Work  Place 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

Number  of  Pers 

ons  Employed 

Males 

Females 

Offices  

72 

612 

620 

Retail  shops  

112 

185 

406 

Wholesale  shops  

6 

25 

11 

Catering  Establishments  

16 

29 

47 

Canteens 

2 

- 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

1 

7 

- 

TOTALS : 

209 

858 

1,097 

This  table  does  not  include  premises  in  factories,  Crown  premises  and 
those  owned  by  Local  Authorities,  all  of  which  are  registered  by  H .M . Inspector 
of  Factories ; neither  does  it  include  approximately  one  hundred  shops  and 
offices  which  are  exempt  from  registration. 

Four  accidents  were  notified  and  investigated.  A separate  annual  report 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity. 
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HOUSING 


Clearance  of  Sub-standard  Houses : 


5-12  Duncombe  Road,  Northchurch 


These  8 Council-owned  houses,  certified  as  unfit,  have  been  demolished. 
Improvement  Grants : 

(a)  Standard  Grants  - 

14  grants  totalling  £2,297  were  paid. 

(b)  Discretionary  Grants  - 

3 grants  totalling  £825  were  paid. 

The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  D.E.  Jones ;- 

"Ashlyns  Estate: 

Completion  of  Phase  1 was  effected  during  the  year  and  the 
completion  of  roads  and  landscaping  for  this  section  of  the 
estate  was  carried  out . 

A further  contract  for  Phase  2 comprising  150  dwellings 
(houses  and  flats)  was  awarded  to  J.  & J.  Dean  (Civil  Engineering)  Ltd., 
of  Harlow  and  this  contract  was  due  to  commence  on  4th  January,  1971, 

Modernisation: 


28  houses  Northchurch  - 


This  contract  proceeded  satisfactorily  and  was  successfully 
completed  in  May,  1970. 

19  houses  Curtis  Way  - 

A further  contract  was  let  to  Messrs.  E.E.  Hendin  & Sons  of 
Berkhamsted  and  was  commenced  in  June  1970.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 
five  houses  had  been  modernised,  including  partial  central  heating 
( gas  fired ) . " 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were : - 
(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

- 

29 

45 


(b)  Completed : - 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Numbe  r 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

25 

2 bedroom  flats  (12) 

3 bedroom  houses  (12) 

4 bedroom  house  (1) 

33 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.70  was  as  follows:- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1970 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Ashlyns  Estate  (Phase  1)  

185 

Houses  and  flats 

( b ) Particulars  of  Other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  Projected  since  1.1.70.  - 

i.e.  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start 

had  not  been  made  at  31.12.70. 


Site 

Proposed  No . 
of  Houses 

Type  (if  known) 

Ashlyns  Estate  (Phase  2) 

150 

Houses  (136)  and  flats  (14) 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses,  at 
31st  December,  1970  
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  (General) Regulations , 1960 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1970 


Types  of  Premises 


No; 


Bakehouses  

Butchers  

Cafes  etc.  

Canteens  

Clubs  ... 

Confectioners  - flour  

Confectioners  - sugar  

Fishmongers  - wet  

Fishf riers  ...  ...  

Greengrocers  

Grocers  

Multiple  food  shops  

Nursing  homes  

Public  houses  

Public  houses  (serving  main  meals 
Registered  for  - 

(a)  sausage  making  

(b)  ice-cream  manufacture 

(c)  ice-cream  (pre-packed) 

School  kitchens  

Slaughterhouses  

Chinese  restaurants  


3 

9 

7 

5 
3 

6 

18 

1 

2 

7 

20 

8 
2 

18 


3 

1 

41 

19 

1 

2 


All  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19 . Regulation  16  requires  personal 
washing  facilities  to  be  provided;  Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipment  to  be  provided . 


Milk  Distribution 


All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Ultra  Heat  Treated. 

There  are  eight  retail  distributors  who  sell  milk  which  is  bottled  or 
cartoned  outside  the  district. 


Ice  Cream 


Forty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary  brands  . 

There  is  one  registered  manufacturer.  Five  samples  were  taken  and  were 
satisfactory  . 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 
There  are  no  such  premises  within  the  district . 
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Slaughterhouses 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which  complies 
with  the  construction  regulations.  All  the  meat  is  inspected  after  office  hours. 
The  arrangements  with  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District  Council  for  a relief  Meat 
Inspector  were  continued  and  no  untoward  difficulty  was  experienced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1970:- 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part;- 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  killed  

159 

- 

3 

521 

-» 

1 

Number  inspected  

159 

- 

3 

521 

- 

1 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

24 

— 

1 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  . . . 

15.1 

0.1 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

- 

4 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

— 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

■» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender 


Cereals  77  lbs  . 

Meat  and  offal  from  slaughterhouse  3 cwt . 29  lbs  . 

Tinned  food  609  tins 

Fish  1 cwt.  0 lbs. 

Frozen  food  17,376  pkts  . 

Other  meat  and  offal  6 cwt . 100  lbs  . 

Scotch  pies  54 

Sugar  1 cwt . 34  lbs . 

Tea  1 cwt . 10  lbs  . 


It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  frozen  foods  were  unfit  due  to 
refrigerator  failures . 


Prosecutions  and  Food  Complaints 

15  complaints  concerning  food  were  investigated.  Thirteen  warning 
letters  were  sent  to  the  retailers . 

There  was  one  prosecution  in  respect  of  a packet  of  Barley  cereal 
infested  with  beatles . The  retailers  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined 
£20  with  7 gns . costs . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  cases 

notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

26 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  

9 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

1 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

3 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

2 

- 

1 

3-4  years  

3 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

3 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

12 

- 

5 

10  - 15  years  

2 

1 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

1 

25  - 45  years  . 

- 

- 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  . 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

- 

- 

1 

Total  cases  notified: 

26 

1 

9 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year;- 


Pulr 

nonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 

at  1st  January,  1970  

17 

21 

2 

4 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 

first  time  during  the  year  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers-in  etc.)  

— 

1 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

Register  during  the  year  

4 

3 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  

13 

19 

1 

3 

New  Cases  ...  • Nil 

Deaths  Nil 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1 . General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,230  acres  and  contains  the 
parishes  of  King's  Langley,  Chipperf ield , Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate . 


Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1970 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1970  

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1970  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1970/71  


14,950 

5,128 

£653,255 

£2,480 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 


Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total  

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  ...  . . ... 

Illegitimate  

Total  ...  ... 


Deaths : 

Males  81,  Females  71  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  one  Year  of  Age: 


Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total 


Male 

134 

7 


Female 

103 

8 


Total 

237 

15 


141 

111 

252 

• • • 

16.9 

• • • 

17.7 

Male 

Female 

Total 

4 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

5 

- 

5 

)irths 

19.4 

152 

• • • • 

10.2 

• • o • 

..  10.2 

. . Nil 

Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

3 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  12.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  8.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  8.0 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  27.2 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 


Heart  and  circulatory  disease  ...  ,..  4.29 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.00 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  1.27 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  1.27 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V .D  . 0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1970  was  14,950 
as  compared  with  14,720  for  mid-1969 . The  natural  increase  of  the  population, 
i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  100  compared  with  92  for  the  previous 
year . 


Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.05  and  1.00  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differ  from 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate 
for  any  area  for  that  year . 


Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  252  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  23  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
16.4  for  the  previous  year  and  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Still  Births 


Five  still  births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  19.4  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  Nil  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  152,  an  increase  of 
15  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  9.5  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were : - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  12.0  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
17.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Under  1 year 
1-4  years 


5 

- 14 

years  

— 

1 

1 

15 

- 24 

years  

2 

- 

2 

25 

- 34 

years  

1 

- 

1 

35 

- 44 

years  

1 

1 

2 

45 

- 54 

years  ...  

2 

1 

3 

55 

- 64 

years  

18 

8 

26 

65 

-■  74 

years  

22 

17 

39 

75 

years  and  over  

32 

43 

75 

All  Causes 


81 


71 


152 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1970 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

alignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

alignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

alignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

- 

2 

2 

alignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

• f • 

2 

2 

4 

alignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

5 

2 

7 

alignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

- 

1 

1 

alignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

4 

- 

4 

ther  Malignant  Neoplasms  

• • • 

3 

5 

8 

enign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

ther  Endocrine  etc . Diseases 

• f • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

naemias 

1 

- 

1 

hronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

ypertensive  Disease  

1 

1 

2 

schaemic  Heart  Disease  

23 

17 

40 

ther  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

* * * 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

erebrovascular  Disease  

10 

9 

19 

ther  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

5 

8 

nfluenza  

- 

1 

1 

neumonia  

1 

8 

9 

ronchitis  

4 

2 

6 

ther  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

- 

3 

ppendicitis  

- 

1 

1 

ephritis  and  Nephrosis  

- 

1 

1 

ther  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

ongenital  Anomalies  

1 

1 

2 

ther  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

• * » 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

ymptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

otor  Vehicle  Accidents  

4 

- 

4 

11  Other  Accidents  

1 

1 

2 

uicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

11  Other  External  Causes  

1 

1 

2 

ALL  CAUSES : 

. . . 

81 

71 

152 

Infant  Mortality  in  1970 


Cause  of 

death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

rematurity  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

ongenital  Heart  Disease 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

ronchiolitis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

“ 

— 

1 

TOTALS : 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


36  premises  are  dependent  on  private  supplies,  three  less  than 
the  previous  year. 

Of  the  42  samples  taken  during  the  year,  41  were  from  private 
supplies  and  one  from  the  public  supply.  The  sample  from  the  public 
supply  was  satisfactory  but  there  were  10  unsatisfactory  samples  from 
private  supplies. 

Water  samples  from  Pepsal  End  Farm  (serving  several  premises)  were 
consistently  unsatisfactory  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  owners  to 
supply  water  from  the  mains . Samples  from  Gaddesden  Hall  proved 
consistently  unsatisfactory:  no  mains  service  is  reasonably  available  for 
this  residence.  The  water  supply  to  the  Noke  Mill  area  of  Water  End  is 
still  not  satisfactory,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  reasonable  answer. 

Rainfall 


The  rainfall  (measured  at  Markyate)  was  27.40  inches  as  against 
22.99  inches  last  year. 

Main  Water  Supplies 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 

Houses 

(b)  By 
Sta 

Means  of 
ndpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Bovin  don 

3,814 

1,148 

3,814 

- 

- 

Flamstead 

1,551 

466 

1,551 

- 

- 

Flaunden 

202 

62 

202 

- 

- 

Great  Gaddesden 

1,280 

392 

1,280 

- 

- 

King's  Langley 

5,308 

1,631 

5,308 

- 

- 

Chipperf ield 

1,964 

594 

1,964 

- 

- 

Markyate 

2,982 

904 

2,982 

TOTALS : 

17,101 

5,197 

17,101 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


The  parishes  of  King's  Langley  and  Chipperfield  are  drained  to  the 
West  Herts  Main  Drainage  Board's  sewer  in  King's  Langley  and  to  the  Board's 
sewer  draining  the  parish  of  Sarratt  in  the  area  of  the  Watford  Rural  District . 

Bovingdon  parish  is  drained  to  the  Council’s  sewage  works  at  Shantock 
Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon,  the  effluent  being  chlorinated  before  being  discharged 
into  the  chalk. 

Markyate  and  Flamstead  are  drained  to  the  Council's  sewage  works  in  the 
valley  of  the  River  Ver . These  works  also  receive  drainage  from  Luton  Rural 
District . The  effluent  after  treatment  is  chlorinated  and  discharged  into  the 
River  Ver . 

The  drainage  of  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  is  dealt  with  as  follows 

Potten  End,  into  the  sewer  of  Berkhamsted  Rural  District 
Council  and  discharged  into  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Council's 
sewage  works ; 

Great  Gaddesden  village  into  a small  sewage  works  discharging 
into  the  River  Gade ; 

Jockey  End,  Gaddesden  Row,  into  a small  sewage  works  discharging 
into  land  drains. 

There  are  still  a considerable  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  the 
district,  possibly  as  many  as  700.  About  400  of  these  are  regularly  emptied  by 
the  Council. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Six  free  emptyings  in  each  year  are  carried  out  to  cesspools  serving 
residential  properties  in  non-sewered  areas . Charges  are  made  for  farm  and 
industrial  premises  and  for  premises  which  can  be  reasonably  connected  to  the 
sewer . 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  one  cesspool  emptying  machine  of  1,400  gallons 
capacity.  A spare  machine  is  kept  for  stand-by.  This  is  used  by  the  Surveyor's 
department  for  emptying  sludge  tanks  at  sewage  works  and  in  connection  with  choked 
sewers . 

Pail  Closets 


There  are  still  22  houses  dependent  upon  pail  closets  which  are  emptied  by 
theCouncil.  Some  progress  is  being  made  by  owners  to  connect  premises  to 
cesspool  drainage . 

The  Ministry  refused  loan  sanction  for  the  sewering  of  the  Water  End  area 
of  Great  Gaddesden. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Household  Refuse 


This  is  collected  weekly  throughout  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a 
dozen  isolated  properties,  which  are  collected  fortnightly  by  a Landrover. 

In  spite  of  a nationally  organised  strike  of  refuse  collectors  lasting  six  weeks, 
no  interruption  occurred  in  the  Council's  services  and  the  morale  of  the 
collectors  has  been  excellent . 
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Household  Refuse  (cont'd) 


Three  refuse  collection  vehicles  (with  one  in  reserve)  and  8 men  are 
organised  as  one  team.  Bonus  is  paid  on  the  basis  of  completed  weekly 
collection.  The  bonus  is  tied  to  the  number  of  properties  in  the  district 
and  is  based  on  the  figure  of  700  premises  per  man  per  week. 

There  are  several  problems  connected  with  collection  of  refuse  which 
remain  to  be  solved . There  is  a small  but  real  demand  for  large  refuse 
containers  holding  1 cubic  yard,  but  this  authority  is  not  large  enough 
to  contemplate  this  step. 

There  are  several  premises  which  require  twice-weekly  collections; 
so  far,  this  has  been  limited  to  the  centre  of  Kings  Langley,  but  there  is 
a growing  demand,  particularly  from  catering  premises,  for  this  service. 

The  whole  district  is  now  using  polythene  refuse  sacks  for  household 
refuse  storage.  This  system  has  had  great  advantages.  Not  only  is  the 
storage  flexible  and  sanitary,  but  collection  is  easy  and  quiet.  The  work 
is  not  so  fatiguing  for  the  workmen,  it  is  easier  to  attract  labour  and  the  morale 
is  higher.  The  bulk  of  the  district  uses  bin  liners  in  dustbins  or  purpose-made 
plastic  bins;  Chipperfield  is  fitted  with  purpose-made  galvanized  holders. 

All  new  properties  are  being  supplied  with  plastic  bins. 

In  addition  to  refuse  that  can  be  put  into  sacks,  a considerable  amount  of 
waste  is  generated  by  households  of  a more  substantial  character,  e.g.  old 
furniture,  building  materials,  old  stoves,  refrigerators,  boards,  corrugated  iron, 
paint  tins  etc.  The  Council  will  collect  all  such  household  material  free  of 
charge;  the  only  criterion  applied  being  the  refusal  to  lift  material  that  has 
to  be  shovelled.  This  service  is  well  organised  and  is  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  public. 

Trade  Refuse 


The  Council  make  no  special  charge  for  this  service,  but  charge  if  more  than 
one  visit  per  week  is  made . 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Old  Cars 

A monthly  survey  is  carried  out  of  all  car  parks,  garage  areas  and  open 
spaces  owned  by  the  Council . Derelict  vehicles  are  labelled  and  if  not  removed 
are  brought  in  and  disposed  of.  Close  co-operation  with  the  Police  is  maintained 
in  respect  of  abandoned  vehicles . Ratepayers  are  encouraged  to  bring  in  derelict 
vehicles  to  the  Depot  where  these  are  disposed  of  free  of  charge.  Disposal  is 
carried  out  through  the  trade  and  has  caused  no  difficulty. 

Litter 


Considerable  discussion  has  taken  place,  both  with  the  County  Council,  as 
the  road  authority,  and  with  Parish  Councils,  in  connection  with  the  sweeping 
of  footways  and  paved  areas.  The  County  Council  are  embarked  on  a programme  of 
modernisation  and  as  the  old  time  road-man  retires  he  will  not  be  replaced  . 

This  Council  has  followed  a policy  of  placing  a large  number  of  litter  bins  throughout 
the  district,  which  are  now  all  emptied  by  this  Council's  employees,  but  there  are 
already  indications  that  villages  may  become  more  untidy.  It  will  be  beyond  the  means 
of  the  local  authority  to  provide  for  the  regular  sweeping  of  footpaths.  The 
department's  staff  already  sweep  and  clean  various  bus  shelters  in  the  Southern 
Parishes  . 
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Litter  ( cont ' d ) . 


Considerable  expense  is  involved  in  clearing  broken  bottles  and  the  like 
from  play  areas  and  sports  fields,  and  the  replacement  of  broken  litter  bins 
is  on  a fair  scale.  Kings  Langley  is  the  village  worst  affected  by  this  kind 
of  damage . 


PEST  CONTROL 


Regular  inspection  and  treatment  for  rat  and  mouse  infestation  was  made 
on  a contract  basis  on  43  farms  and  business-propert ies  . The  total  revenue 
from  these  contracts  was  £546.  Outside  contract  work  there  were  93  complaints 
requiring  attention. 

Action  has  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  nuisance  of  feral  cats . These  are 
trapped  and  properly  disposed  of  by  a veterinary  surgeon.  During  the  year,  27 
cats  were  destroyed  . Great  care  is  taken  to  destroy  only  homeless  stray  cats  and 
in  spite  of  gloomy  stories  of  lost  pets,  no  complaints  have  been  received  but 
many  thanks . 

Glis-glis  again  caused  some  depredation;  one  was  caught  alive  and  sent 
to  the  zoo.  Complaints  of  a swooping  magpie  terrorising  children  were  received; 
the  magpie  was  not  caught  but  its  activities  ceased  with  the  school  holidays. 

The  Council  decided  not  to  charge  for  treatment  of  wasp  and  bee  nests . 

There  were  fewer  complaints  than  usual.  Household  invasion  by  ants  proved  to 
be  as  difficult  as  ever  to  tackle.  Some  invasions  of  carpet  beetle  were 
referred  to  specialist  firms  for  occupiers  to  make  their  own  arrangements . 

There  was  one  large  scale  invasion  of  cockroaches  which  was  also  dealt  with  by 
a specialist  firm.  No  bug  or  flea  infestations  were  reported. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  Warfarin  resistance  in  rats  and  mice  and  Warfarin 
inawheatmeal  base  is  the  standard  treatment  throughout  the  area.  Experiments 
using  alphachlorose  have  been  undertaken.  There  have  been  rather  fewer  complaints 
of  household  rat  infestation. 

Rabbits  still  give  some  trouble.  One  complaint  of  pigeon  damage  at 
Chipperfield  was  referred  to  sportsmen.  Wood  pigeons  can  be  very  vexatious  to 
garden  lovers . 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 

of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  

57 

18 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers' 

premises)  

9 

9 

- 

- 

TOTAL : 

67 

27 

- 

- 

2 .  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : 


Particulars 


Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 


\ 

Number  of 

vhich  defect 

cases  in 

s were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Refer 

red 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Number  of 
Cases  in 
which  pros 
ecutions 
were 

instituted 


3.  OUTWORKERS 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections  (other  than  Food  Premises): 


Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  supply  ...  . ...  . 33 

Drainage  22 

Caravan  Sites  » . ...  . 12 

Public  Cleansing  ...  130 

Schools  ...  . . ...  12 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  . ...  152 

Petroleum  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Gypsies  etc.  25 

Pet  shops  and  animal  boarding  establishments  12 


Notices  Served  for  Defects  and  Nuisances: 

Most  of  the  enforcement  work  of  the  department  is  carried  out  in  an 
informal  manner,  and  written  requests  are  far  fewer  than  verbal  requirements. 

35  written  requests  were  made  during  the  year.  Statutory  notices  were  served 
as  follows:" 

Section  50,  Public  Health  Act  1936  (Cesspool  emptying)  1 

” 44,  " " " " (Provision  of  Closet  ...  ...  1 

" 74,  " " " ” (Filling  of  derelict  petrol 

tanks  with  water)  3 

Four  complaints , or  groups  of  complaints,  were  received  regarding 
agricultural  nuisance  (spreading  or  manure  etc . on  agricultural  land).  These 
complaints  are  always  carefully  investigated  but  are  extremely  difficult  to  deal 
with.  It  has  to  be  recognised  by  country  dwellers  that  the  manuring  of  fields 
is  a proper  operation  and  that  unless  the  operation  concerns  concentrated  and 
unreasonable  disposal  of  factory-farming  waste  (e.g.  broiler-house  deposits,  battery- 
house  accumulations)  carried  out  over  a considerable  time,  the  farmer  is  likely  to 
have  the  sympathy  of  the  Courts . 

Pet  Shops  and  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

All  these  premises  are  licensed  by  the  Council.  There  are  two  pet  shops, 
one  with  negligible  business,  but  the  other  is  one  of  the  largest  wholesale 
distributors  of  ornamental  fish  and  terrapins  in  the  country.  There  were  no 
difficulties . 

There  are  three  premises  licensed  for  the  boarding  of  dogs  and  one  for 
cats.  Because  of  the  lack  of  a consistent  standard  in  the  past  it  was  agreed  by 
the  Council  to  adopt  the  standards  laid  down  by  a Joint  Committee  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  Association  and  the  Veterinary  Association.  These  standards 
differ  little  from  those  required  by  the  Greyhound  Association  and  require  substan- 
tial buildings  with  separate  kitchens . 

Petroleum  Regulations 

The  first  self-service  station  (at  Water  End)  was  put  into  service.  The 
policy  of  testing  old  tanks  over  25  years  old  with  high  pressure  nitrogen  was 
continued.  There  are  now  41  licensed  premises  (39  previously). 


- 62 


Common  Lodging  Houses: 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district . There  are  three 
transport  cafes  with  sleeeing  accommodation.  One  was  subject  to  representation 
as  an  unfit  dwelling,  but  the  Council  decided  to  postpone  action;  the  premises 
subsequently  became  disused.  One  premises  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  be 
replaced  by  a motel;  the  future  of  the  remaining  business  is  problematical. 

Boarding  Schools  and  Homes : 

There  are  two  boarding  schools  and  two  homes  for  aged  persons.  Inspections 
have  been  made  of  both  . 

Schools : 

There  are  11  County  Council  schools  and  3 private  schools  in  the  district. 
All  the  kitchens  are  regularly  inspected . 


HOUSING 


Unfit  Houses : 


The  following  premises  were  dealt  with;- 

1,  2,  3,  5,  Lychgate  Cottages,  Church  Street,  Bovingdon  ...  ...  Demolition  Orders 

made . 

4 Lychgate  Cottages,  Church  Street  Bovingdon  ...  ...  ...  Closing  Order 

made . 

Bungalow  at  Potten  End  Farm,  Potten  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  - Ditto 

Qualification  Certificates,  Housing  Act  1969: 

Five  applications  for  certificates  were  made.  To  date,  no  Qualification 
Certificates  have  been  actually  granted  in  this  district . The  intention  of  this 
part  of  the  Act  has  not  been  achieved  in  this  district  at  least . 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were;- 

(a)  Commenced  only; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  . . . 

14 

3-bedroom 

24 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  . . . 

8 

3-bedroom 

82 
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The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEME  at  31.12.70  was  as  follows := 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1970;- 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Rucklers  Lane, 

Kings  Langley 

. 

. . . 

8 

3-bedroom  houses 

( b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  previously  commenced , but 

not  completed  at  31.12.70: - 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

No . com- 
menced 

No . com- 
pleted 

Pickford  Road, 
Markyate 

23 

3-bedroom  houses  (7); 
l-bedroom  flats  (16). 

23 

Nil 

(c )  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.70 . : - 


Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Kings  Langley  - 
Mill  Lane  „ . . 



35 

Aged  persons  flats  with  Warden's 
accommodation . 

Bovingdon  - 
Vicarage  Lane 



21 

3-bedroom  houses 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  1970 


119 


Residential  Caravan  Sites: 

There  are  three  sites 

No . of  Caravans 

Esdell  Caravan  Park,  Flaunden  ......  24 

Highcroft  Farm,  Bovingdon  12 

Scatterdells  Lane,  Chipperfield  12 

The  commercial  development  of  the  twin  "caravan  unit",  which  is  not  a caravan 
at  all,  but  a bungalow  constructed  to  get  round  the  Act,  has  made  permitted  standards 
of  development  out  of  date.  All  the  above  caravans  are  drained  to  the  sewer  and  no 
nuisance  or  trouble  of  any  description  has  been  reported . 

Application  was  made  during  the  year  to  increase  the  number  of  caravans  on  the 
Scatterdells  Lane  Site. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  of  Food  Premises : 


Private  schools  serving  meals  3 

Council  and  Church  schools  serving  meals  11 

Hotels,  etc 3 

Public  houses  with  restaurants  2 

Public  houses  other  than  above  ...  30 

Transport  cafes  4 

Butchers  ...  7 

Bakehouses  and  bakery  6 

Fish  shops  4 

Industrial  canteens  2 

Other  shops  selling  food  43 

Farm  shops  2 

Club  premises,  halls,  etc.  10 

Residential  homes  2 

Cafes  1 

Number  of  Inspections  in  1970  (excluding  slaughterhouse  visits): 

Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  39 

Chipperfield  ...  22 

King's  Langley  45 

Great  Gaddesden  19 

Markyate  ...  . 42 

Flamstead  26 

Total  inspections:  ...  193 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises: 

The  small  village  grocer's  shop  is  still  declining  in  importance  and  the 
attraction  of  the  town  shop,  with  its  cheaper  prices  and  the  excitement  of  an 
outing  is  a major  factor  in  attracting  the  week-end  grocery  order.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  still  a demand  for  the  shop  that  supplies  daily  need, 
particularly  butchers. 

One  butcher's  shop  re-opened  under  new  management  and  enquiries  for  a 
butcher's  shop  in  Flamstead  will  probably  result  in  one  additional  shop.  One 
very  small  butcher's  shop  closed. 

The  establishment  of  two  farm  shops  is  to  be  noted,  one  selling  cream 
(which  is  all  pasteurized)  and  the  other  selling  raw  milk,  soft  drinks,  eggs,  etc . 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  I960: 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (wash  hand  basin)  ...  126 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (facilities  for  washing 

food  and  equipment)  ...  106 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  106 

Brucellosis : 


Raw  milk  from  dairy  herds  is  sampled  by  the  County  Council . A sample  showed 
that  raw  milk  from  an  affected  herd  was  being  sold  from  a farm  shop.  Although 
there  is  no  legal  prohibition,  the  farmer  co-operated  with  the  authority.  Samples 
taken  early  morning  from  each  cow  enabled  a disease-free  milk  supply  to  be  assured. 
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Unsound  Food 


During  the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  lega]  proceedings  in  respect 
of  the  selling  of  unsound  food;  two  firms  were  warned.  The  following  food  was 
surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  (excluding  slaughterhouse 
production) : - 


10  lbs. 

Argentine 

Thick  Flank 

12  lbs. 

M 

»»  It 

15  lbs. 

»» 

Silverside 

10£  lbs. 

H 

Rump 

40  lbs. 

ft 

Chuck 

10  lbs. 

»» 

Thick  Flank 

10  lbs. 

M 

?»  ft 

116  lbs. 

»f 

Tops  and  Rump 

118  lbs. 

M 

M If  !» 

43  lbs. 

If 

Ox  Thick  Flank 

18j  lbs. 

Head  and 

Spare  Rib  of  Po 

12|  lbs. 

T»  »» 

t»  »»  IV 

8 lbs. 

Pigs  Head 

9 lbs. 

Rump 

12§  lbs. 

One  Turkey 

(damaged  by  rats) 


There  was  a large  increase  in  meat  surrendered,  caused  mainly  by  dock  damage 
to  the  plastic  covering  of  imported  boneless  Argentine  meat.  This  meat  has  been 
imported  boned  because  of  foot  and  mouth  restrictions,  and  the  packing  arrangements 
have  been  rather  unsatisfactory. 

Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection 

A considerable  amount  of  the  energy  of  the  department  has  been  spent  in  this 
work.  This  arises  from  the  rather  unusual  circumstances  in  connection  with  the 
ownership  and  management  of  the  slaughterhouse,  the  fluctuation  in  the  throughput 
from  week  to  week  and  the  large  concentration  of  slaughtering  on  one  day  a week 
(Monday)  and  the  "dribble"  of  slaughtering  through  the  rest  of  the  week.  As  a 
consequence  the  slaughterhouse  has  been  overloaded  on  many  occasions,  making  meat 
inspection  extremely  difficult  . 

To  bring  some  order  into  the  conduct  of  the  slaughterhouse,  the  Council 
exercised  their  powers  under  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 
to  control  the  hours  and  days  of  slaughter  and  fixed  7 a.m.  - 4 p.m.  on  Mondays, 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  This  abolished  week-end  slaughtering,  which  has  been 
going  on  for  a long  time,  but  made  congestion  on  Mondays  worse. 

The  authority,  having  only  one  qualified  inspector,  found  difficulty  in 
providing  inspection  during  slaughter  and  the  rather  unsatisfactory  position  is 
likely  to  continue. 

The  position  has  been  reached  that  a small  slaughterhouse,  designed  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  village  trade,  has  now  developed  a wholesale  business 
which  is  too  large  for  the  premises. 

Condemned  meat  is  removed  by  the  Council  and  destroyed. 
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Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection  (cont'd.) 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1970:- 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  in  Whole  or  in  Part ; - 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ...  ... 

281 

2 

247 

704 

4,646 

- 

Number  inspected  ... 

281 

2 

247 

704 

4,646 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 

losis  and  Cysticerci ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

75 

1 

1 

66 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

26.69 

50.0 

- 

0.14 

1 .40 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

1 

_ 

46 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  by  tuberculosis 

0 .35 

- 

- 

- 

0.99 

- 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  ...  . . . 

_ 

... 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act: 

One  premise  was  registered  under  the  Act . There  are  no  large  poultry  processing 
establishments  in  the  district,  but  of  course  many  farms  and  most  butchers  kill  poultry 
at  times. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

- 

- 

Measles  

16 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis  

1 

“ 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  .......... 

- 

- 

1=2  years  

— 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

2 

- 

3~4  years  

— 

4 

- 

4-5  years  

“ 

8 

“ 

5 -10  years  . 

2 

1 

- 

10  -15  years  

“ 

- 

15  -25  years  

- 

1 

- 

25  -45  years  

- 

- 

- 

45  -65  years  . . 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and  over  

Total  cases  notified; 

2 

16 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year;- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January,  1970  

21 

18 

5 

7 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  

3 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification  (i.e. 
transfers  in,  etc.)  

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year 

1 

8 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year.. 

23 

11 

4 

7 
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Age  (Years) 

New 

Cases 

Dea 

iths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmc 

>nary 

Non-Pu 

lmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

9 - 1 years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

L - 5 years  ...... 

! — 

— 

— 

“ 

5 - 10  years  ...... 

— 

" 

9-15  years  ...... 

“ 

"" 

5 - 20  years  ...... 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

— 

9-25  years  ...... 

°“ 

— 

"" 

“ 

5 - 35  years  ...... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

— 

5-45  years  ...... 

1 

“ 

— 

“ 

— 

5-55  years  ...... 

1 

J- 

— 

"" 

5-65  years  ...... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 and  upwards  ..... 

1 

" 

— 

TOTALS : ........ 

3 

- 

m 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area 4,407  acres 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  population  mid-1970  8,820 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1970  2,945 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1970  £347,015 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1970/71  £1,469 


2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  91  91  182 

Illegitimate 2 3 5 

Total  ...  93  94  187 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  21.2 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  20.8 


Deaths : 

Males  36,  Females  28  64 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  7.3 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  8.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  2 - 2 

Illegitimate  


Total  ...  2 - 2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  year  of  Age; 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  10.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  11.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  5.3 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  5.3 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  5.3 
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/Contd . . . 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  2.72 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1 .02 

Cancer  ...  . 1 .36 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ...  . 1 .25 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1970  was  8,820 
as  compared  with  8,680  at  mid-1969.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  123. 

Comparability  Factors 

The  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  births  and 
deaths  are  0.98  and  1.18  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole . When  local  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  com- 
parable with  the  crude  rate  fc>r  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year . 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births, a net  total  of 
187  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  a decrease  of 
five  as  compared  with  1969 . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  20.8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  21.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


No  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was 
nil  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as  compared  with  5.2  in  the  previous  year 
and  with  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  64,  a decrease  of  twenty-one 
on  the  total  for  the  year  1969 . 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8.6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
11.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were : - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 


Infant  Mortality 


The 
15.6  for 


infant  mortality  rate  was  10.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  and  with  18 .0  for  England  and  Wales . 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1970 


Causes  of  Death  in  1970 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

• . • ■ 

. . . 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

- 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

2 

4 

6 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . . 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Endocrine  etc . Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  . 

9 

5 

14 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

4 

5 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

2 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

- 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . ... 

-1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

1 

— 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

36 

28 

64 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  

2 

- 

2 

1 - 4 years  

1 

- 

1 

5 - 14  years  

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24  years  

- 

- 

- 

25  - 34  years  

- 

- 

- 

35  ~ 44  years 

2 

- 

2 

45  - 54  years  

2 

1 

3 

55  - 64  years  

8 

3 

11 

65  - 74  years  

9 

4 

13 

75  years  and  over  

12 

20 

32 

ALL  CAUSES: 

36 

28 

1-  ■ - - - 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board 
and  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year.  The  water  for 
the  area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  New  Ground, 
Dancers  End  and  Hawridge . 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  68  samples  of  raw  water  and  75  samples 
of  treated  water,  including  samples  from  consumers'  taps.  All  samples  were  free  from 
coliform  organisms  in  100  ml.  Chemical  analyses  were  satisfactory.  The  water  is  not 
plumbo-solvent  and  no  contamination  has  been  observed. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and 
the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains :~ 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
houses 

(b)  Supply  by  mean 
of  standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Populatioi 

8,820 

2,935 

8,820 

- 

— 
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PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  are  no  swimming  baths  within  the  Urban  District . The  nearest  public 
swimming  baths  are  at  Ringshall,  Berkhamsted,  Aylesbury  and  Amersham.  A swimming 
pool  for  the  pupils  at  the  Church  of  England  Junior  School,  High  Streep  was 
completed  during  the  year  and  is  now  in  use . 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  proceeded  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  a detailed  scheme  for  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works,  so  as  to 
ensure  final  effluent  complying  with  the  Royal  Commission  Standard.  The  Council 
agreed,  in  principle,  to  the  inclusion  of  a sludge  pressing  plant  in  the  design. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council's  proposed 
sewerage  scheme  for  Wigginton,  Aldbury  and  Northchurch  is  likely  to  start  within 
the  next  three  years.  This  will  allow  the  drainage  from  the  Osborne  Way  Estate, 
Wigginton,  to  discharge  into  the  new  system  and  thereby  enable  the  present  un- 
satisfactory disposal  plant  to  be  dispensed  with. 

As  from  the  first  of  April  the  sewage  from  the  villages  of  Wilstone  and  Long 
Marston  in  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  is  being  received  and  treated  at  the 
Council's  sewage  disposal  works.  The  construction  of  the  necessary  balancing  tank 
and  associated  equipment  having  been  completed  earlier  in  the  year. 

The  Council  accepted  a tender  for  the  proposed  new  valley  sewer  extending  from 
the  disposal  works  to  "The  Hollies",  Brook  Street.  This  sewer  will  provide  for 
future  development  (particularly  by  the  Greater  London  Council  at  Silk  Mill  Farm), 
and  increases  in  flows  up  to  the  turn  of  the  century.  It  will  also  enable  the 
storm  overflow  at  New  Mill  to  be  abandoned  . Work  on  this  scheme  should  start  during 
the  forthcoming  year . 

The  arrangements  made  with  a neighbouring  Local  Authority  for  emptying  septic 
tanks  at  the  owner's  or  occupier's  expense,  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

During  the  year  the  sack  method  of  refuse  collection  was  extended  to  the  new 
Council  housing  estate  which  was  completed  at  Sutton  Close,  New  Mill,  and  also  to 
the  Council's  Surrey  Place  and  Woodland  Close  Estates. 

An  additional  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  taken  into  use  in  February,  and 
this  has  enabled  the  Council  to  maintain  a regular  seven  day  cycle  of  refuse 
collection  in  the  district  . Refuse  is  still  having  to  be  transported  to  a private 
tip  at  Radlett,  twenty  miles  away. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  establishing  of  a refuse  tip  jointly 
with  the  Wing  R.D.C.  at  Ivinghoe  Aston,  which  is  situated  about  six  miles  from  Tring. 

The  facility  provided  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  New  Mill,  for  the  reception 
of  refuse  from  householders,  in  accordance  with  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967, 
continues  to  be  used  extensively.  A 19  cu.yd.  covered  container  is  provided  and  this 
is  collected  and  replaced  twice  weekly.  In  addition  a 12  cu.yd.  covered  container  is 
now  provided  every  Friday  for  the  reception  of  refuse  at  the  open-air  market  in  the 
High  Street  . 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors . 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  

4 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  

30 

32 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (exclduing 
outworkers'  premises)  

5 

15 

- 

- 

Total  

39 

51 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS:  2 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 


General 

Houses  = Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Housing  Acts  ...  

Improvement  Grants,  purchases,  land  charge  enquiries 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  

Overcrowding  

Council  house  removals 
Problem  families  and  old  people 
Water  supplies 
Keeping  of  animals 

Drainage  

Refuse  disposal 
Refuse  collection 
Moveable  dwellings 

Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers'  premises 
Building  sites 

Office,  shops  and  railway  premises  - general  inspections 
Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

Petroleum  Acts  

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice 
Dirty  and  verminous  premises 
Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits 
Fairgrounds  


82 

129 

88 

2 

12 

83 

3 

30 

18 

26 

15 

38 
30 
18 

39 
15 
36 

3 

1 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Food  Premises 


- Cont ' d . 


Dairies  

Slaughterhouses  

Butchers ' shops  

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  ... 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  

Bakehouses  

Licensed  premises  

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens 

Public  Market  and  foodstalls  

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles 
Grocers  and  other  food  premises  


4 

35 
9 
6 
8 
3 
7 

10 

5 

36 
3 

28 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District  . 


HOUSING 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  resulted  in  one  Closing  Order  being  made. 
Thirteen  houses  were  demolished. 

Construction  work  on  44  dwellings  at  Faversham  Close  started  in  February. 
This  scheme  provides  for  20  three-bedroomed  houses  of  rationalised-tradit ional 
construction  and  24  one-bedroomed  bungalows  of  traditional  construction. 


During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  houses  were : - 
(a)  Commenced  only:~ 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  industrialised, 
clad  with  brick  tiles  and 

timber  

20 

3-bedroom,  five  person 
houses 

Permanent  Brick  

24 

1-bedroom,  two  person 
bungalows 

67 

(b)  Completed : - 


By 

Local  Authority 

By  Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  industrialised, 

clad  with  brick  

25 

2 and  5 bedroom  flats; 

Permanent  Brick  

- 

3 and  4 bedroom  houses 

63 
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HOUSING  ~ Cont'd. 


The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.70  was  as  follows ;- 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1970 :~ 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Sutton  Close,  New  Mill  

25 

5-bedroom 

flat 

(1) 

2-bedroom 

flats 

(2) 

3-bedroom 

houses 

(18) 

4-bedroom 

houses 

(4) 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not 

completed  at  31.12.70: - 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

No . com- 
menced 

No . com- 
pleted 

Back  Barn  Allotments 
(Faversham  Close)  

44 

3-bedroom  houses  (20): 
2-bedroom  0 ,P . 

bungalows  (24): 

44 

Nil 

( c )  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.70: - 


Site 

Proposed  Number 
of  Houses 

Type 

Vicarage  Gatehouse  

3 

1-bedroom  O.P.  bungalows 

Shugar's  Green  

25 

(1-bedroom  O.P.  bungalows  (14) 
(3-bedroom  houses  ’ (11) 

Town  Centre  

25 

Flatlets  for  old  persons  with 
warden  accommodation 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1970  226 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1 . Food  Premises 


All  food  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and  informal  action  was  taken  in 
respect  of  five  premises  where  defects  were  found  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  This  resulted  in  a number  of  improvements  being  carried  out,  and 
a raising  of  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  these  premises . 

2 . Food  Complaints 

Four  complaints  were  received.  Two  related  to  mouldy  yoghurts,  one  to  a 
mouldy  pie,  and  one  to  a wasp  in  a doughnut.  Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the 
retailers  concerned  and  assurances  were  obtained  that  every  possible  precaution 
would  be  taken  in  future  to  prevent  such  occurances . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  - Cont’d. 


3.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District ;- 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

No . of 

Premises 

No . of  Prem- 
ises fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg. 16 

No.  of  Prem- 
ises to  which 
Reg .19 
applies 

No . of  Prem- 
ises fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg. 19 

Wet  Fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fried  Fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers ' shops  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Greengrocers  

6 

6 

4 

4 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade 
including  sugar  confect- 

ionery  

26 

26 

8 

8 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Canteens  

10 

9 

10 

10 

Clubs  

4 

3 

3 

3 

Dairies  

2 

- 

- 

- 

Licensed  Premises: . 

Public  Houses  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Serving  main  meals 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Off  Licences  

4 

4 

— 

Totals  

78 

74 

51 

— 

51 

4.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act: 


Ice-cream  premises  19 

Preserved  food  premises  9 

5.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  28 


6.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premise  only,  and  the  registration  is 
limited  to  the  use  of  pre-packed  liquid  mix. 

7.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district. 

8 . There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  . 

9.  Milk  sampling  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Department  who  notify  the  District  Council  of  any  positive  samples  found. 
The  farms  concerned  are  visited  by  the  public  health  inspector  to  ensure  that  no 
raw  milk  is  consumed . 

10.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  food  premises  (other  than  the  slaughterhouse)  is 
disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  sewage  disposal  works.  381bs . of  decomposing 
Argentine  beef  was  dealt  with  in  this  way. 

Meat  Inspections 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  at  which  all  animals  killed  are  inspected  by 
veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice.  Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughter- 
house is  sterilised  and  processed  at  a dog  food  factory  situated  in  a neighbouring 
district . 
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The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1970:- 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : - 


Cattle 

exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  

4,220 

41 

1,533 

5,571 

- 

- 

Number  inspected  

4,220 

41 

1,533 

5,571 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 

losis  and  Cysticerci; 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

2,036 

385 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  

48  .2 

- 

- 

6.9 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  .............. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AMD  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Total 

Admitted 

Disease 

Cases 

to 

Deaths 

Notified 

Hospital 

Measles  

97 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

— 1 - — ' 

Food  Poisoning 

Under  1 year  

4 

- 

- ■ 

1-2  years  . 

8 

- 

— 

2-3  years  

10 

— 

~ 

3-4  years  

12 

— 

4-5  years  

10 

“ 

- 

5-10  years  

49 

- 

1 

10  - 15  years  

2 

1 

- 

15  - 25  years  , . . . 

2 

- 

*» 

25  - 45  years  

- 

— 

45  - 65  years  .................. 

- 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

— 

“ 

” 

Total  cases  notified  

97 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year;- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 

at  1st  January,  1970  

11 

3 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 

the  first  time  during  the  year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers-in  etc.)  

— 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

the  Register  

2 

3 

- 

1 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 

on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 

the  year  

9 

2 

New  Cases  Nil 

Deaths  Nil 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1 . General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of  Northchurch, 
Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten  End)  and  Little  Gaddesden, 
which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1970  6,590 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

31st  December,  1970  2,173 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1970  £296,224 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,133 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 

Still  Births ; 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . . . 


Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 

32 

38 

70 

4 

1 

5 

36 

39 

75 

11  .4 

12 .3 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  13.2 

Deaths ; 


Males  30,  Females  27  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 57 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  8.7 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  8.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age;  Nil 


Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate;  13.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  2.58 

Cancer  2.43 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1,52 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  1.67 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  (excluding 

T.B,  but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  0.00 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1970  was  6,590, 

10  less  than  at  mid-1969.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population  last  year, 
i .e  . excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  18. 

Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.08  and  0.98  respectively.  These  factors  for  use 
with  crude  birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and 
make  allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability 
factors  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with 
the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  after 
allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  75,  a decrease  of  10  on  the 
previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  12.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  13.9  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still-Births 

One  still-birth  was  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate 
was  13.2  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  23.0  in  the  previous 
year  and  13.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  57,  (males  30,  females  27), 
a decrease  of  six. 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8,5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  9,4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  num  erical  importance  were; 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  Nil  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
11 .8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Male 

Under  1 year  ... 

1 - 4 years  

5-14  years  

15  - 24  years  ...  1 

25  - 34  years  1 

35  - 44  years  

45  - 54  years  ...  . ...  ...  2 

55  - 64  years  5 

65  - 74  years  4 

75  years  and  over  . 17 


ALL  CAUSES: 
- 84  - 


Female  Total 


2 

1 

4 

8 

12 


1 

1 

2 

3 

9 

12 

29 


30 


27 


57 


Causes  of  Death  in  1970 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  . . . 

• • 1 

3 

- 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

1 

- 

1 

Leukaemia  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

2 

2 

4 

Hypertensive  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

9 

4 

13 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

1 

- 

1 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

4 

6 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

♦ • • 

2 

- 

2 

Influenza  

2 

- 

2 

Pneumonia  

2 

5 

7 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

1 

, - 

1 

Asthma 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  

- 

1 

1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

1 

1 

ALL 

CAUSES : 

30 

27 

57 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied  by  the 
Bucks  Water  Board . 

The  parishes  of  Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet  of 
St.  Margarets)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

It  is  understood  that  the  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Bucks  Water  Board  is  less  than  0.1  parts  per  million  and  that  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has  a fluoride  content  of 
not  more  than  0.3  parts  per  million. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  tables ;- 


Parish 

Population 
(approx . ) 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Suppl 
of  St 

y by  means 
andpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Aldbury  

1,014 

303 

1,014 

- 

- 

Little  Gaddesden  

Nettleden  with 

1,203 

374 

1,203 

Potten  End  

1,222 

409 

1,222 

- 

- 

Northchurch  . 

1,157 

358 

1,157 

- 

- 

Tring  Rural  

1,004 

303 

1,004 

- 

- 

Wigginton  

1,184 

378 

1,184 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  privately-owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,is  open  to  the  public 
and  is  used  by  a number  of  schools  within  the  District  and  surrounding  area.  The 
bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  and  is  equipped  with  a heating  unit,  chlorination 
plant  and  continuous  sand  pressure  filtration. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton: 

In  September  1969  the  then  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  agreed  the 
proposed  scheme,  but  deferred  approval  for  economic  reasons.  In  December  of  that 
year  following  a meeting  with  a deputation  from  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council, 
the  Minister  suggested  the  Council  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  the  scheme  and 
approach  the  Ministry  again  shortly  before  completion  of  tender  documents.  The  Council 
accepted  that  suggestion  and  have  continued  with  the  preparation  of  the  scheme. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Drainage  and  Sewerage  (Cont'd.) 


Little  Gaddesden: 

Drainage  at  Little  Gaddesden  is  by  way  of  individual  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks.  One  Council  Estate  of  30  houses  has  its  own  small  sewage  disposal 
system.  The  other  small  estates  owned  by  the  Council  are  provided  only  with 
cesspool  drainage . 

Nettleden  with  Potten  End: 

The  village  of  Potten  End  was  sewered  in  1963.  The  village  of  Nettleden 
has  not  been  sewered,  but  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  a sewer  for  this 
village  forms  part  of  an  overall  scheme  which  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
are  investigating  in  connection  with  Little  Gaddesden. 

Tring  Rural : 

The  construction  of  the  sewerage  scheme  to  serve  the  Tring  Rural  area  was 
completed  during  1970.  The  scheme  makes  provision  for  the  sewerage  of  the 
villages  of  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  which  comprises  the  major  part  of  Tring 
Rural  parish.  A pumping  station  in  each  village  is  provided  and  the  sewage 
is  pumped  to  the  Tring  Urban  District  Council's  disposal  works. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  in  operation.  The  Council's 
Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  service . The 
completion  of  the  sewerage  scheme  to  the  Tring  Rural  area  in  itself  made  little 
impact  on  the  volume  of  work  with  which  the  existing  services  has  to  deal,  for 
the  reason  that  the  major  part  of  that  area  was  already  drained  to  the  existing 
drainage  system.  In  fact  the  inevitable  increase  in  water  consumption  which 
accompanies  the  continuing  improvement  of  living  standards  within  the  area 
results  in  an  increasing  volume  of  work  with  which  this  particular  service 
has  to  deal . 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  motors  of 
18  cu.yd.  and  25  cu.yd.  capacity,  each  operated  by  a two-man  crew.  Disposal 
is  effected  by  controlled  tipping,  using  a tracked  angle-dozer.  The  dozer 
operator  carries  out  his  duties  on  a contract  basis.  A small  staffroom  is 
provided  at  the  refuse  tip  for  use  by  refuse  collection  and  disposal  personnel. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosectured 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,2, 3,4  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

10 

3 

1 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises)  

Total  

11 

4 

1 

- 

2 , Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  1 

3 . OUTWORKERS:  Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 


General : 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  10 

Housing  Acts  60 

Improvement  grants  18 

Infectious  diseases  4 

Drainage  , 62 

Moveable  dwellings  20 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  4 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  premises  , ...  15 

Agricultural  premises  9 

Swimming  bath  2 

Petroleum  Acts  16 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  3 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  34 

Other  Visits  36 

Pests  Act  - Rats  and  Mice  1345 
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Visits  and  Inspections: (Cont ' d . ) 


Food  Premises : 


Slaughterhouses  (poultry)  3 

Butchers ' shops  2 

Licensed  premises  v 2 

School  kitchens  i 3 

Restaurants  etc 7 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  2 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  6 

Food  inspection  visits  3 

Sampling  , 8 


N.B.  The  figure  given  for  inspection  under  the  "Pests  Acts  - rats  and  mice" 
includes  those  undertaken  by  the  Pests  Destruction  Officer. 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Outstand ing 
31.12.69. 

Served 

1970 

Completed 

1970 

Outstanding 

31.12.70. 

Formal  ........ 

Informal ...... 

13 

13 

8 

18 

Total  .... 

13 

13 

8 

18 

HOUSING 

The  purchase  of  sites  and  development  of  existing  sites  for  Council  housing 
are  proceeding  as  follows ;- 

Wils  tone : Construction  of  8 three-bedroom  houses  and  4 one-bedroom 
flats  was  completed  in  1970.  These  12  units  represent  the  first 
phase  of  development  on  this  site  which  it  is  anticipated  will 
ultimately  contain  38  units  of  accommodation.  Roadworks  to  this 
phase  of  the  scheme  were  completed  before  building  commenced. 

Wigginton : An  amended  scheme  allowing  the  construction  of  34  three- 
bedroom  houses  and  8 one-bedroom  flats  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Council's  Architects.  This  scheme,  based  on  that  previously  put 
forward  by  the  Council's  Surveyor,  has  received  Ministerial  and 
Planning  approval  and  tenders  will  be  invited  early  in  the  new 
year . 

Aldbury : Stoneycroft  - Ministerial  and  Planning  approvals  were 

obtained  for  the  erection  of  8 three-bedroom  houses  and  8 
one-bedroom  flats,  and  works  of  construction  commenced  during 
the  last  few  weeks  of  1970 . 

Long  Marston:  O.S.  215  Tring  Road  - Plans  are  being  prepared 
for  the  erection  of  Council  houses  on  this  site  and  necessary 
Planning  and  Ministerial  approval  as  to  number  and  design  will 
be  sought  during  the  coming  year . 

Potten  End;  Land  at  the  rear  of  Village  Hall  - Approximately  1.5 
acres  of  land  has  been  purchased  for  Council  housing  purposes  at 
Potten  End  and  a scheme  for  its  development  is  being  prepared  by 
Architects  acting  for  the  Council . 
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Closing  Orders : Sub-standard  Houses : 


Closing  orders  were  made  on  two  houses.  An  undertaking  was  accepted  in 
respect  of  one  property. 

Improvement  Grants : 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act, 1969,  the  following  Improvement 
Grants  were  approved : - 

Number  No . of  Houses  Total  Amount 

Discretionary  Grants  13  13  £7,665 

Standard  Grants  5 5 £745 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were : - 
(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

16 

3-bedroom  houses  (8) 
1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

7 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (8) 
1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

13 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.70.  was  as  follows: 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1970:- 

- 

Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Wilstone,  Poultons  Land  

(1st  phase) 

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (8) 

1-bedroom  flats  (4) 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced  during  the  year, 

but  not  completed 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

Com- 

menced 

Number 

Com- 

pleted 

Aldbury,  Stoneycroft  

16 

3-bedroom  houses 
(8) 

1-bedroom  flats 
(8) 

16 

(c ) Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 

at  31.12.70;- 


Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton,  Common  Field  

42 

(3-bedroom  houses  (34) 

(1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

Potten  End,  Village  Hall  Site  

10 

(2-bedroom  houses  (4) 

(1-bedroom  flats  (6) 

Potten  End,  Water  End  Road  Site  

4 

3-bedroom  houses 

Wilstone,  Poulton’s  Land 

(2nd  phase)  

26 

(3-bedroom  houses  (22) 

(1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

Long  Marston,  Tring  Road  

2 

3-bedroom  houses 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1970 


245 


Caravans 


There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District,  as 
follows : - 


Northchurch  (The  Limit)  50  caravans 

Wigginton  (Beech  Park)  45  caravans 

Wigginton  (Elroban)  4 caravans 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District.  Animals 
purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining  area,  but  the 
majority  of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the  wholesale  meat  trade. 

Slaughter  of  Poultry 

No  slaughtering  of  poultry  on  a large  scale  takes  place  in  the  area.  At  one 
egg  producing  establishment  the  owner  slaughters  approximately  80  turkeys  and  200 
poultry  for  sale  to  local  residents  in  the  Christmas  season  only.  His  premises 
are  registered  for  the  slaughter  of  poultry  and  the  food  preparation  rooms  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Food  Premises 


Where,  as  a result  of  routine  visits  in  connection  with  food  premises  and 
mobile  food  shops  etc.,  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  informal  notices,  such 
notices  were  immediately  complied  with  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
institute  any  statutory  action  in  connection  with  requirements  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Food  Hygiene  (General  ) Regulations,  1960. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1970: “ 


Type  of  Premises 

No  . 

No . Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation 

16 

No.  to  which 
Regulation 

19  applies 

No . Compl 
ing  with 
Regulatio 
19 

Butchers  ................................. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ................... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ................ 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Sugar  confectionery  (Sweets)  

3 

3 

2 

3 

Licensed  premises  

13 

13 

13  ! 

13 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals 
(included  in  above)  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream 

10 

10 

10 

10 

School  kitchens  ......................... 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Nursing  home  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Note;  Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided. 
Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 
to  be  provided . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Death! 

Measles  

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Dysentery 

Infectiv< 

Hepatiti 

Under  1 year  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

3 

1 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

3 

1 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

2 

— 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

- 

— 

“ 

5-10  years  

4 

- 

- 

1 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

1 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

" 

" 

“ 

" 

Total  cases  notified: 

13 

2 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year;- 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January,  1970  

12 

6 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification  (i.e. 
transfers  in,  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 

Register  during  the  year  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  

11 

6 

- 

- 
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New  C 

ases 

Deat 

hs 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pt 

ilmonary 

Pulrr 

onary 

Non-Pu 

lmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

5-10  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

T 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

- 

- 

- 

- ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals:  

- 

1 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Dacorum  Division 


comprised  of 

the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  & T ring 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Hemel  Hempstead  & Berkhamsted 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
1970 
by 

R.  S.  HYND , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer; 


R. S.  HYND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Departmental  Medical  Officers: 

J.C.  BROWN,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

C.H.  FOURCIN,  M.D.,  (Paris),  L.A.H. 

S. J.  GARDINER,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.D. 

B.S.M.  MARSHALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  POOLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D .C  .H  . 

A.  WILKES,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time): 

F.C.J.  FAWCETT,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.W.  J OHN , L . M . S . S . A . 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  V.L.  TURNER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V,,  Queen's  Nurse 


Deputy  Divisional  Nursing 

Officer; 

Miss  C.J.  BADCOCK,  S 

.R.N.,  i 

S.C.M.,  H.V.,  D.N. 

Certificate 

Health  Visitors; 

Miss  Y.  ANDREWS 

Miss 

P.  CRAMP 

Miss 

C.N.  McCONACHIE 

Mrs.  D.  ARNOTT 

Mrs  . 

B.  FERGUSON 

Mrs  . 

M.  McMAHON 

Mrs  . B . ASHTON 

Mrs  . 

A. A.  HANDLEY 

Mrs  . 

L.  SAUNDERS 

Miss  M.L.  BAKER 

Mrs  . 

M.  HOOK 

Mrs  . 

I.E.  WONNEBERGER 

Mrs  . S . CADE 

Miss 

O.B.  IVES 

Mrs  . 

D.  AMPLEFORD 

(Part-time) 

Miss  I.A.R.  CARTER 

Miss 

R.M.S.  JOHNSON 

Miss 

P.  KIMLIN 

(Part-time) 

Miss  P.  CODLING 

Mrs  . 

D.  KNIGHT 

Mrs.  K.  CLIFT 

Mrs  . 

J.  MINTY 

Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives: 

Miss  D.I.  DOWNES 

Miss 

K . A . HOPKINS 

District  Nurse/Midwives; 

Mrs.  M.  ABBOTTS 

Miss 

E.R.  HAGUE 

Miss 

J.S.  SLATER 

Mrs  . P . BROWNE 

Mrs  . 

M.  KEENAN 

Mrs  . 

J.A.  WADE 

Mrs  . P . CABOURNE 

Miss 

E.  LOCHRIE 

Mrs  . 

H.E.  WILLS 

Miss  M.  CHALKER 

Mrs  . 

J.  MURNAGHAN 

Miss 

K.  YEARSDEN 

Miss  M.  DRING 

Miss 

I . MURRELL 

Miss  E .E . FRASER 

Mrs  . 

V.L.  SCOTT 

Midwives ; 

Miss  L.  ABRAHAMS 

Miss 

I . SAXBY 

District  Nurses: 

Mrs.  M.I.P.  DICKENS 

Mrs  . 

R.  MacDONALD 

Mrs  . 

W.  HOLLIS 

(Part-time) 

Mr.  J.F.  GRINDROD 

Mrs  . 

B.  SPRATT 

Mrs  . 

M.  IRELAND 

(Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.M.  HAMLYN 

Mrs  . 

G.M.  STOCKWELL 

Mrs  . 

C.L.  VINE 

(Part-time) 

Mrs  . 

E.C.  VINES 

(Part-time) 

Mrs  . 

L.M.  WILLIAMS 

(Part-time) 

Health  Visitor  Assistants 

Mrs.  A.M.  COLLINS 

Mrs  . 

M.J.  HEATHCOTE 

Mrs  . 

S.A.  RATCLIFFE 

Mrs.  E.  GRIFFIN 

Mrs.  S.M.  FUDGE 

Mrs  . 

M.M.  PETERSON 

Mrs  . 

J.L.  SMITH 

Night  Nurses  (S.E.N.); 

Mrs . M . NEWLANDS 

Mrs  . 

P.J.  PECK 

Mrs  . 

B.E.  HAWKES 
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Social  Work  Unit: 


Divisional  Social  Worker 
Divisional  Welfare  Officer 
Assistant  Divisional  Welfare  Officer 
Senior  Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 
Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

Trainee  Social  Worker 
Social  Worker  (Blind) 

Social  Worker  (Physically  Handicapped) 

Home  Help  Service: 

Divisional  Home  Help  Organiser 
Home  Help  Organiser 

Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser  (Part-time) 

Divisional  Administrative  Officer; 

Mr.  D.  HARLING 


Mr.  G.F.  GUEST 
Mr.  R.H.CURWEN 
Mr.  B.  WHALLEY 
Miss  G.  ESHELBY 
Mrs . P .M . BARKER 
Miss  J.A.  FERN 
Mr.  B.P.  GRXSEWOOD 
Mrs  . J .K  . ISAACS 
Mrs.  P.  McSWEENEY 
Mrs.  J.A.  WHATLEY 
-r  Mr.  J.S.  WILLIAMS 
Miss  H . LEACH 
Mrs  . M . McCREERY 
Mrs.  I.H.  BRAZIER 


Mrs.  F.C.  DIXON 
Mrs . B . MAYNE 
Mrs . M . LAMBERT 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  - HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Introduction : 


In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services  provided 
in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  purposely  brief,  reviews 
the  health  and  welfare  services  from  the  local  angle  and  gives  emphasis  to  the 
local  facts  and  figures . For  information  on  policy  and  development  of  the 
health  and  welfare  services,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Staff : 

The  composition  of  the  medical,  nursing  and  social  work  staff  is  listed  on 
the  previous  pages.  The  changes  in  the  staff  were  many,  partly  due  to  an 
increase  in  the  divisional  staff  establishment . 

It  is  some  ten  years  ago  that  the  practice  of  attaching  nurses  to  general 
medical  practices  was  begun  on  the  principle  that  if  both  doctor  and  nurse 
worked  amongst  the  same  patients  the  means  of  communication  between  them  would 
be  improved  and  a better  understanding  of  each  other's  work  and  difficulties 
could  be  developed.  Recently  a survey  of  the  attachment  schemes  and  their 
general  development  was  made  and  perhaps  it  would  be  appropriate  to  refer  to 
this  survey  here . 

As  was  to  be  expected  practice  arrangements  were  widely  varied  even  with 
individual  doctors  in  the  same  practice,  but  nevertheless  it  was  obvious  that 
generally  there  had  been  a marked  development  in  the  attachment  schemes  and 
particularly  in  recent  years. 

A few  practices  have  almost  attained  the  perfect  linkage  with  doctors  and 
nurses  working  in  complete  harmony  and  understanding  in  well-baby  clinics, 
cytology  clinics,  geriatric  clinics,  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  and  minor 
ailment  clinics  with  the  health  visitor  doing  home  visits  for  the  doctor, 
particularly  among  the  young  and  the  aged,  advising  and  generally  acting  as  a 
screen  for  the  doctor  by  reporting  in  detail  their  medico-social  findings . 

Contact  in  these  practices  is  daily,  for  the  surgeries  are  sufficiently  large  to 
permit  separate  rooms  for  the  nurses  for  counselling  and  minor  treatments  and 
dressings . 

Most  of  the  practices  fall  somewhat  short  of  this  ideal,  with  fewer  clinics 
and  less  personal  contact,  but  even  here  the  will  to  co-operate  is  evident  and  it 
is  usually  the  shortage  of  surgery  space  which  prevents  further  advancement. 

A very  few  practices  show  a disinclination  to  get  on  terms  with  the  attachment 
schemes;  there  is  no  ill-will  on  either  side,  but  a lack  of  interest  and  drive. 

It  would  appear  that  the  furtherance  of  practice  attachment  schemes  depend 
largely  on  two  main  factors,  the  physical  one  of  surgery  accommodation  and 
the  personal  one  of  the  professional  relationship  between  doctor  and  nurse. 

Surgery  accommodation  is  improving  but  generally  it  has  a long  way  to  go 
before  premises  can  be  made  large  enough  to  accommodate  both  doctors  and  nurses. 
Personal  relationship  is  obviously  a more  abstract  matter,  but  the  difficulty 
rests  largely  upon  the  problem  of  matching  by  temperament  and  attitudes  the 
doctors  and  nurses.  For  all  future  nursing  appointments  it  is  essential  that 
the  family  doctor  is  invited  to  attend  the  selection  so  that  both  know  from  the 
beginning  what  each  other  is  like.  The  family  doctor,  as  the  leader  of  the  team, 
should  have  the  choice  of  his  nursing  colleague  if  the  attachment  scheme  is  to 
prosper . 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1970 


- 

Hemel 

Hempstead 

Borough 

Berkhamsted 

Urban 

District 

Hemel  Hemp- 

stead Rural 

District 

Tring 

Urban 

District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural 

District 

Dacorum 

Division 

Herts . 

County 

Council 

England  and 

Wales  (pro- 

visional 
figures ) 

rea  (Acres ) 

apulation  

ive  Births  

till  Births  

aaths  

aaths  under  1 

year  of  age  

7.193 

1,982 

20,230 

4,407 

17,572 

51,404 

404,524 

* 

67,000 

15,160 

14,950 

8.820 

6,590 

112,520 

912,000 

48,987.700 

1,037 

219 

252 

187 

75 

1,770 

14,269 

784,482 

7 

2 

5 

- 

1 

15 

155 

10,348 

507 

167 

152 

64 

57 

947 

8,739 

575,208 

12 

3 

3 

2 

- 

20 

212 

14,269 

Lrth  Rate 

bt  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  

15.5 

14  .4 

16.9 

21.2 

11  .4 

15.7 

15.6 

16  .0 

Adjusted  

13  .2 

14  .8 

17.7 

20.8 

12.3 

* 

14.7 

- 

sath  Rates 

LI  per  1,000 
astimated  population; 
Crude  

7.6 

10.9 

10.2 

7.3 

8.7 

8 .4 

9.6 

11  .7 

Adjusted  

ifective  and  Para- 
sitic diseases 
(excluding  T.B.  but 
Including  Syphilis  and 
It  her  V.D.)  

aberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System  . . . 

ther  forms  of 

ruberculosis  

aspiratory  Diseases 
(excluding  tuberculosis 
d f respiratory  system) 

ancer  

11.5 

11 .3 

10.2 

8.6 

8.5 

* 

10.8 

- 

0.04 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.04 

* 

0.03 

0.00 

0 .00 

0 .00 

0.00 

0 .02 

) 

0 .00 

0.00 

0 .00 

0.00 

0 .00 

0.00 

) 0.02 
) 

* 

1.16 

1 .78 

1 .27 

1 .25 

1.67 

1 .30 

) 

1.33 

* 

1 .98 

2 .31 

2 .00 

1.36 

2.43 

2 .00 

2 .02 

* 

3art  and  Circulatory 
Diseases  

2 .03 

4 .22 

4 .29 

2 .72 

2.58 

2.71 

2 .91 

* 

ascular  Lesions 

3f  the  Nervous 

System  

1 .09 

1 .45 

1 .27 

1 .02 

1 .52 

1.18 

1 .36 

* 

ifant  Mortality  

11.6 

13.7 

12  .0 

10.7 

0.0 

11.3 

14.9 

18  .0 

30-Natal 

Mortality  

8.7 

9.1 

8 .0 

5.3 

0.0 

7.9 

10.7 

12  .0 

arly  Neo-natal 

Mortality  

5.8 

4.6 

8 .0 

5.3 

0.0 

5.6 

9 .3 

ll'.O 

eri-Natal 

Mortality  

12.5 

13.6 

27  .2 

5.3 

13  .2 

14  .0 

20.0 

23  .0 

till  Birth 

Rate  . . . . 

6.7 

9.1 

19  .4 

0.0 

13  .2 

8 .4 

10.7 

13  .0 

aternal  Mortality  

0 .0 

0 .0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0 .0 

0.06 

* 

* Figures  not  available. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during  1970  was 
1770  (905  males,  865  females),  a decrease  of  36  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  15.7  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with 
16.2  for  1969. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  99  or  5.6  per  cent  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  112  and  6.2  per  cent  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for  transfers  were 
947  (467  males,  480  females),  an  increase  of  32  on  the  total  for  1969. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.4  per  1,000  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  8.2  for  the  previous  year.  The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of 
numerical,  importance  were;- 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

2 . Cancer 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  85  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1970,  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  20,  a decrease 
of  five  from  the  previous  year.  Fourteen  infants  were  under  four  weeks  of  age  at 
time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  11.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
13.8  for  1969. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  was 
13.8  as  compared  with  11.3  for  1969. 

There  were  no  deaths  among  illegitimate  infants. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one  year 
of  age;- 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Prematurity  

8 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Congenital  Malformations  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Respiratory  Distress 

Syndrome  

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Bronchiolitis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Pneumonia  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Total  

12 

1 

- 

1 

14 

5 

1 

- 

- 

20 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1970 


DISEASE 

District 

Borough  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Urban  District 

of  Berkhamsted 

Rural  District  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

Rural  District 

of  Berkhamsted 

Totals  for  Division 

Scarlet  Fever  

leasles  

i/hooping  Cough  

)ysentery  

mute  Meningitis 

typhoid  Fever  

lalaria  (contracted 

abroad)  

"'ood  Poisoning 

nfective  Hepatitis  

"uberculosis  - 

Respiratory  

Other  

4 

— 

2 

— 

6 

125 

26 

16 

97 

13 

277 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2 

5 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

3 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

3 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

53 

- 

- 

1 

- 

54 

10 

9 

1 

- 

1 

21 

8 

3 

1 

12 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Comment  is  required  perhaps  on  the  higher  than  expected  numbers  of  cases  of  measles 

md  food  poisoning. 

The  continued  prevalence  of  measles  after  two  vaccination  campaigns  among  the  school 
md  pre-school  children  is  disappointing.  The  response  to  the  vaccination  campaigns  was 
"rankly  poor  and  it  is  apparent  that  little  diminution  in  the  number  of  susceptible 
rhildren  can  yet  have  been  achieved.  It  is  true  that  the  return  of  measles  in  epidemic 
proportions  is  most  unlikely,  but  the  incidence  of  sporadic  cases  continues  without 
ibatement . It  is  doubtful  whether  the  response  to  a further  vaccination  compaign, 

/hich  must  be  made,  will  achieve  much  and  it  may  be  that  not  until  a high  level  of 
children  vaccinated  in  infancy  is  reached  that  the  full  control  of  the  disease  will  be 
'ealised  . 

The  picture  for  food  poisoning  is  not  so  black  as  it  appears  for  50  of  the  54 
:ases  notified  occurred  in  a single  outbreak  connected  with  an  office  canteen.  As 
lsual  a bad  hygiene  practice  in  the  kitchen  was  the  cause  and  the  firm,  learning  through 
;he  adversity  gained  by  experience,  agreed  to  send  their  canteen  staff  for  training  at 
me  of  our  food  handlers  courses. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Midwifery 

The- '-total  number  of  births  among  residents  in  the  Division  was  1769,  65  fewer 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  births  to  the  total 
births  was  25%,  compared  with  30%  in  1969  and  31%  in  1968.  The  institutional 
births  (in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes)  showed  an  increase  of  47,  from  1280  in 
1969,  to  1327.  Births  in  the  St.  Paul's  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead,  increased  by 
23,  from  975  to  998.  The  remaining  births  were  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes 
outside  the  divisional  boundary,  86  within  and  243  outside  the  County  boundary. 
Domiciliary  births  totalled  442  as  compared  with  554  in  1969 . 

The  following  tables  show  a breakdown  of  births  by  districts,  between 
hospital  and  domiciliary  births  and  the  percentages  of  hospital  births  where  the 
mother  and  baby  were  discharged  within  48  hours  of  delivery 

1 . LIVE  and  STILL  by  DISTRICTS: 


District 

Hospital 

Domiciliary 

Total 

Hemel  Hempstead  Borough 

... 

739 

293 

1,032 

Berkhamsted  Urban  



189 

34 

223 

Hemel  Hempstead  Rural 



196 

57 

253 

Tring  Urban  ...  ...  ... 



140 

45 

185 

Berkhamsted  Rural  ...  ... 

... 

63 

13 

76 

Division  ...  

1,327 

442 

1,769 

2 . LIVE  and  STILL  BIRTHS  by  HOSPITALS: 


Hospital 

Borough 

B.U.D  . 

H .H  .R.D  . 

T .U.D  . 

B .R  .D  . 

Total 

St . Paul ' s 

680 

157 

109 

20 

32 

998 

St.  Alban's  City  

14 

1 

18 

- 

- 

33 

Watford  Maternity  . . ... 

20 

3 

12 

2 

- 

37 

Bushey  Maternity  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Other  County  Hospitals 

2 

1 

12 

- 

- 

15 

Bucks . Hospitals  

6 

25 

7 

115 

30 

183 

Luton  and  Beds.  Hospitals 

1 

« 

29 

- 

- 

30 

London  Hospitals  

15 

2 

6 

3 

1 

27 

Other  Out-County  Hospitals 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Totals  

739 

189 

196 

140 

63 

1,327 
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HOSPITAL  BIRTHS  SHOWING  PERCENTAGES  OF  PATIENTS  DISCHARGED 

WITHIN  48  HOURS 

OF 

DELIVERY: 

A 

Division 

1 . 

Total  Institutional  Births  in  Division 

= 

1,327 

2 . 

48-hour  Discharges 

= 

383 

3 . 

Percentage  of  48-hour  discharges 

= 

29% 

B 

St.  Paul's  Hospital  Only: 

1 . 

Births  to  Residents  of  the  Division 

998 

2. 

48-hour  Discharges 

= 

279 

3 . 

Percentage  of  48-hour  discharges 

= 

28% 

C 

Royal  Bucks . Hospital  and 

Other  Bucks.  Hospitals : 

1 . 

Births  to  Residents  in  the  Division 

= 

183 

i .e  . Borough 

6 

B.U.D. 

25 

H.H.R.D. 

7 

Tring  U .D  . 

115 

B.R  .D  . 

30 

2 . 

48-hour  Discharges 

= 

90 

3 . 

Percentage  of  48-hour  discharges 

= 

49% 

D 

Luton  and  Beds.  Hospitals 

1 . 

Births  to  Residents  in  the  Division 

i .e  . Borough 

1 

H.H.R.D. 

29 

2 . 

48-hour  Discharges 

= 

6 

3. 

Percentage  of  48-hour  discharges 

= 

20% 

E 

Other  Hospitals  (In  Hertfordshire): 

1 . 

Births  to  Residents  in  the  Division 



86 

2 . 

48-hour  Discharges 

= 

7 

3 . 

Percentage  of  48-hour  discharges 

= 

8% 

F 

Other  Hospitals  (Outside  Hertfordshire): 

1 . 

Births  to  Residents  in  the  Division 

_ 

30 

2 . 

48-hour  Discharges 

= 

1 

3 . 

Percentage  of  48-hour  discharges 

= 

3% 
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Child  Health  Centres 


It  is  usual  in  this  section  of  the  annual  report  to  discuss  a particular 
aspect  of  child  health  rather  than  report  upon  events  in  general . The 
particular  aspect  to  be  considered  now  is  development  assessment  work  at  the 
clinics  and  in  the  special  divisional  assessment  unit  recently  established. 

In  recent  years  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  study  of  paediatric 
development  and  it’s  proper  assessment  at  an  early  age.  Not  only  must 
physical  defects  be  diagnosed  so  that  early  treatment  can  be  begun,  but  so 
must  the  permanency  or  otherwise  of  the  condition  be  determined  and  the 
probable  loss  of  function  be  accurately  assessed  so  that  the  appropriate 
training  can  be  started. 

The  health  centres  do  the  initial  assessment  tests,  referring  to  the 
divisional  assessment  unit  those  children  who  require  further  investigation 
and  more  detailed  assessment . This  unit  was  established  and  is  managed  by 
Dr.  Gardiner,  my  deputy,  who  has  made  a special  study  of  paediatric  develop- 
ment, and  has  the  support  of  Dr.  Kessel,  the  local  consultant  paediatrician, 
acting  in  an  advisory  capacity.  Children  may  be  referred  from  this  unit  to 
the  local  hospital  or  a London  teaching  hospital  for  further  investigation  by 
the  appropriate  consultant  and  for  opinion  on  the  child's  treatment  and  train- 
ing needs  . 

It  is  obvious  that  children  referred  to  the  Assessment  Unit  must  be  kept 
under  regular  surveillance  by  the  Unit  for  as  long  as  treatment  and/or  training 
is  required.  Indeed  a proportion  of  children  will  require  surveillance  through 
out  their  school  life  maybe  even  continuing  into  adult  life  where  the  defect  is 
gross  and  permanent . 

Too  little  time  has  elapsed  to  be  able  to  give  an  informed  opinion  on  the 
results  of  the  scheme  so  far.  Much  has  been  achieved  though  there  is  much  more 
still  to  be  done.  A good  start  has  been  made  and  given  adequate  staff  further 
progress  can  be  expected . 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


It  has  been  said  that  the  main  objective  of  the  school  doctor  at  the 
entrant  medical  examination  is  the  recognition  of  conditions  which  may  interfere 
with  a child's  normal  development  and  learning  in  school.  It  infers  that  not 
only  must  physical  defects  be  ascertained  but  equally,  that  social  and  emotional 
maladjustments  and  indeed  anything  which  interferes  with  the  opportunities  the 
child  has  to  learn  must  be  sought  and  remedied.  It  is  thus  obvious  that  the 
timing  of  the  entrant  medical  examination  is  as  important  as  the  completeness 
of  it  . 

An  entrant  medical  examination  should  include  a discussion  between  the 
school  doctor,  the  school  nurse,  the  parent  and  wherever  possible  the  teacher, 
on  the  child's  physical  condition  and  his  attitudes  and  behaviour  at  home  and 
at  school . The  examination  cannot  thus  take  place  while  any  of  these  factors 
are  unknown  and  certainly  not  before  the  child  has  had  time  to  adjust  himself  to 
the  new  life  at  school  and  the  teacher  time  to  learn  of  his  reactions  to  school  life. 
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The  examination  is  thus  usually  deferred  until  the  second  term  or  even  the 
third  term  after  entry.  But  this  seemingly  justifiable  deferment  sometimes 
creates  a school  difficulty  in  that  children  with  physical  defects  such  as 
epilepsy,  asthma  and  congenital  heart  conditions  enter  school  without  the  school 
being  aware  of  these  disabilities.  In  that  the  headmaster  may  be  considered  to 
be  acting  in  loco  parentis  this  lack  of  information  appears  serious  to  him. 

To  remedy  this  shortcoming  it  has  been  suggested  that  a pre-school  medical 
examination  be  held  at  about  the  age  of  4^  years,  but  such  an  examination  would 
not  only  be  administratively  difficult  to  arrange  but  would  lack  the  important 
information  about  the  child's  adjustment  to  school  and  his  emotional  behaviour 
at  school . 

It  appears  we  must  go  back  to  the  practice  of  the  past  where  the  school 
nurse,  by  home  visits,  obtained  the  medical  history  of  all  children  prior  to 
school  entry  and  passed  on  the  information  to  the  school . Where  early  medical 
opinion  seems  desirable  the  school  medical  examination  on  such  children  would  be 
held  in  the  first  term  and  not  deferred  until  a later  term. 

The  selective  medical  examination,  described  in  last  year's  annual  report, 
has  come  to  stay  but  it  is  important  that  the  link  between  school,  doctor,  nurse 
and  parent  be  so  strong  that  the  proper  supervision  of  known  defects  is  ensured 
and  that  new  defects  do  not  arise  without  the  school  health  service  having  first 
been  alerted.  This  is  not  a utopean  dream  never  to  be  realised,  but  an  objective 
which  can  be  attained  if  there  is  good-will  and  co-operation  among  all  concerned. 


School  Medical  Inspections  1970 

( a ) Number  of  children  who  received  a full  medical  examination : - 


Age  Group  (year)  Number 


1966  and  later  ...  ... 

1965  1,578 

1964  ...  ...  ...  . ...  521 

1963  71 

1962  ...  . 63 

1961  ...  . . 60 

1960  . 81 

1959  ...  . 150 

1958  . 29 

1957  34 

1956  55 

1955  and  earlier  27 


Total  ...  2 ,669 


(b)  Other  Inspections : - 

Number  of  special  inspections  259 

Number  of  re-inspections  1,900 


Total  ...  2,159 
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Defects  Found  at  Medical  Inspections 


T 


Medical  Inspections 


Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

Total 

Defect 

or 

Disease 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observat ion 

Treatment 

Observation 

Skin  

41 

67 

5 

2 

9 

12 

55 

81 

Eyes  : 

(a)  Vision 

• • • 

46 

39 

10 

2 

23 

15 

79 

56 

(b)  Squint 

• • 0 

43 

38 

- 

1 

13 

3 

56 

42 

(c ) Other 

4 

12 

1 

- 

1 

3 

6 

15 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

• , • 

54 

119 

- 

3 

10 

2 

64 

124 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

• • • 

22 

172 

-- 

1 

1 

7 

23 

180 

(c ) Other 

• • • 

4 

13 

— 

“ 

2 

1 

6 

14 

Nose  and  Throat  . . 

• • • 

41 

346 

4 

1 

20 

24 

65 

371 

Speech  

• t • 

38 

96 

1 

- 

2 

4 

41 

100 

Lymphatic  Glands 

• • • 

3 

54 

- 

- 

1 

2 

4 

56 

Heart  

• • • 

9 

80 

- 

1 

- 

2 

9 

83 

Lungs  

25 

169 

2 

1 

5 

23 

32 

194 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia 

• . • 

7 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

10 

(b)  Other 

37 

14 

1 

7 

4 

18 

42 

139 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture 

• • • 

5 

16 

- 

- 

4 

9 

9 

25 

(b)  Feet 

• • • 

21 

52 

7 

- 

3 

5 

31 

57 

(c)  Other 

17 

78 

— 

3 

2 

20 

80 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy  . . . 

• • . 

2 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

8 

(b)  Other 

4 

38 

— 

2 

3 

2 

7 

42 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

• • • 

1 

28 

- 

- 

1 

12 

2 

40 

(b)  Stability 

• • • 

27 

175 

2 

1 

4 

29 

33 

205 

Abdomen  

• • • 

15 

53 

1 

2 

1 

6 

17 

61 

Other  

• • • 

5 

22 

1 

— 

1 

3 

7 

25 
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SOCIAL  WORK  UNIT 


In  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1968  this  section  of  the  report  was 
devoted  entirely  to  the  work  of  the  Unit  in  the  field  of  mental  health.  To 
redress  the  balance  and  to  describe  the  remaining  duties  of  the  Unit  the  annual 
report  for  the  year  1969  gave  a full  description  of  the  work  of  the  Unit  in  the 
field  of  the  physically  handicapped,  including  the  blind. 

It  seems  unnecessary  for  the  year  under  review  to  add  anything  to  the 
previous  two  reports  save  that  the  work  of  the  Unit  continued  to  expand  but  no 
new  fields  were  explored  nor  new  innovations  tried.  The  staff  was  strengthened 
to  meet  the  ever  increasing  commitments  and  to  extend  the  existing  facilities. 

It  is  the  last  time  the  work  of  the  Unit  will  be  described  in  this  report 
for  from  the  1st  April,  1971  the  Unit  will  be  transferred  to  the  newly  created 
Social  Services  Department.  The  loss  of  the  Unit  will  be  felt  for  the  work 
which  it  does  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  services  for 
many  years . But  one  is  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  a lively  as  well  as  a going 
concern  will  be  handed  over  tothe  new  Department  who  I hope,  and  believe,  will 
be  as  glad  to  receive  it  as  we  are  sorry  to  lose  it . 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

Of  all  the  services  handed  over  to  the  Social  Services  Department  perhaps 
the  one  which  will  be  missed  the  most  is  the  Home  Help  Service.  It  has  been  with 
us  the  longest,  starting  in  the  County  in  the  year  1946  and  in  this  Division  in 
1948,  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  the  first  Organiser  appointed  in  the  Division 
in  1948,  is  still  with  us  as  Divisional  Organiser. 

The  history  of  the  Service  in  the  Division  is  interesting  and  worth  recording. 
It  began  in  1948  with  an  Organiser  and  around  15  part-time  Home  Helps.  In  those 
days  the  main  emphasis  was  on  maternity  cases  with  about  50%  of  the  total  hours 
available  being  given,  to  these  households  . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1970  there  were  three  organisers,  two  whole -time  and 
one  part-time,  and  115  part-time  home  helps.  Still  on  the  books  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were  513  households  of  whom  over  90%  were  of  persons  in  the  category  of 
the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 

Recruitment  of  home  helps  has  always  been  difficult  largely  because  there  are 
so  many  suitable  part-time  jobs  for  married  women  in  industry  which  sets  out  it's 
stall  to  attract  them.  Nevertheless  the  Home  Help  Service  usually  manages  to  keep 
it’s  head  above  water  though  it  often  entails  rapid  changes  in  staff  for  this  to  be 
done  . 


It  is  sometimes  said  that  the  service  is  unrewarding  to  staff,  not  only 
financially,  but  in  the  many  hard  chores  that  often  fall  to  their  lot . But  it 
is  not  always  so  and  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  many  industries  can  claim 
as  many  long  service  staff  as  we . Despite  constant  changes  in  staff  the  Home  Help 
Service  still  retains  many  ladies  who  enjoy  their  work,  who  form  a real  affection 
for  their  clients,  indeed  often  becoming  their  best  friends,  and  who  stay  with  us 
for  a long  time.  Three  of  these  ladies  have  served  for  twenty  years  and  two  are 
still  serving.  Thirty-one  have  served  over  five  years,  ten  of  whom  have  served 
over  fifteen  years  with  two  still  serving.  They  are  the  back-bone  of  the  Service 
and  the  Service  would  be  nothing  without  them. 
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There  is  alway  room  for  improvement  in  any  service,  and  no  doubt,  under 
the  aegis  of  the  new  Social  Services  Department,  improvements  will  be  made. 

But  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  can  be  proud  of  the  Service  it  has  handed 
over  for  it  is  solidly  based  and  much  can  be  built  on  it's  firm  foundations. 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  Service  continued  to  expand  last  year  at  the  rate  of  around  8%  with 
over  4,000  more  home  visits  being  made.  As  is  to  be  expected  the  emphasis, 
like  that  of  the  Home  Help  Service,  rests  largely  upon  the  aged  and  chronic 
sick  with  around  70%  of  the  total  visits  being  paid  to  persons  in  this  category. 
Similarly  as  with  home  helps  the  nurse  is  always  welcome  and  is  a friend  to  the 
household  as  well  as  the  nurse . 

The  greater  co-operation  now  between  doctor  and  nurse,  brought  about  by  the 
attachment  scheme  of  nurses  to  general  medical  practice,  is  largely  responsible 
for  the  increased  visiting  lists  . But  equally  the  scheme  has  brought  the  nurse 
a greater  interest  in  her  work  because  she  feels  she  is  now  a member  of  a team 
and  has  the  readily  available  support  of  the  doctor.  It  is  certain  the  team 
spirit  will  continue  to  grow  making  the  work  of  the  home  nurse  infinitely  more 
rewarding . 
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